HEP. Riparian Forest

; ,:' A AN

Restoration Strategy

for allvyest-sigde HCP planning units
‘excluding the OESF)




What is The HCP’s Riparian
Conservation Strategy?




The Riparian Conservation
Strategy has Two Main
ODbjectives:




To Maintain or Restore Salmonid
Freshwater Habitat on




To Contribute To The Conservation of Other
Aquatic and Riparian Obligate ngges




Approximate Extent of Riparian Management Zones
Outside the OESF:

North
Puget

South
Puget

381,516

141,844

Columbia 267,530

Straits 110,222

South
Coast

232,931




Current DNR Riparian
Forest Conditions

Stand Development Stages (Carey and Curtis 1996)
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Currently About 55 percent of DNR rlparlan areas
s are within the “ Stem Exclusion” development stages




Implementation of the Riparian
Conservation Strategy:

Forest management activities that

maintain or restore quality salmonid

habitat is allowed within the riparian
management zone.




Methods for making site-specific forest
management decisions in the riparian
management zone are described in DNR’s
Riparian Forest Restoration Strategy.
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The three characteristics of riparian forests
most needed to support riparian function are:
_arge Conifer Trees,

Complex Stand Structure,

Diverse Species Composition
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Silvicultural
“'Treatments in the
Riparian

Management
Area

Total of 5 scenarios:

3 Coniferous scenarios
2 Hardwood scenarios
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Conjunction with Upland Thinning

'__Sec_qnd H_ighest P_riori_ty_ For Treatment




Type Il (Older Stand) RMZ Thinning In
Conjunction with Upland Regeneration
Harvest

,« a Thlrd nghest Prlorlty For Treatment
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ection of Stand Structure




Restoration Priorities

m ReStoration Goal:
nitia Fully Functional

conditions Riparian DEC Forests

Percent of Riparian Land Class in WWA |



The management goals of the “Middle
Zone” are applied throughout the
managed portions of the RMZ

Buffer Area

Conifer Dominated

Hardwood Dominated

Inner Zone

25 ft. from 100-year floodplain. No timber removal.
Restoration limited to downwood placement

Middle Zone

Typically thin to RD 35-50,
(no lower than RD 30) min.
tree count

d/D —ratio <or =1.0

Maintenance of species
diversity

Create down woody debris

25+ conifer tpa:
Conifer Release

<25 conifer tpa:
Conversion

Outer Zone

Same as Middle Zone

Same as Middle Zone

Wind Buffer

Same as Middle Zone

Same as Middle Zone




Riparian Forest Restoration
Strategy Training

Riparian Ecology

Channel Morphology

Riparian Erosion Processes

Wetland Ecology

Stream Typing

Riparian Stand Assessment Techniques
Aguatic Measurement Techniques
Class Project
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