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DOUG SUTHERLAND
Commissioner of Public Lands

April 20, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Reader, 

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has completed a strategy for 
restoring and protecting streamside forests on state trust lands in Western Washington. As 
directed in the trust lands Habitat Conservation Plan Conservation Strategy, DNR was to develop 
procedures detailing methods for making site-specific forest restoration decisions in the riparian 
areas.  

I am pleased to inform you that DNR has completed this work through the creation of this 
document: Implementation Procedures for the Habitat Conservation Plan Riparian Forest 
Restoration Strategy, April 2006. The procedures cover five of the plan’s Westside planning 
units, and help DNR restore and maintain freshwater habitat for salmonid species, and contribute 
to the conservation of other species that depend on aquatic and riparian areas.  

The procedures will guide the management and restoration activities in the 300,000 acres of 
forested riparian and wetland areas across the 1.6 million acres of Westside forested state trust 
landscape. The objective of this restoration strategy is to use thinning activities to hasten the 
development of riparian forests toward long-term structurally complex, fully functional forests. 
The strategy focuses on: the growth of large, site-adapted conifer trees, down woody debris (on 
the forest floor), layering of the tree canopy, and important structural components such a large 
snags. 

These procedures were developed in collaboration with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service. The Services also will be 
working with DNR as we move forward with a measured approach to restore those riparian 
forests that are most in need. The four Westside regions each will design and carry out a pilot 
restoration project in collaboration with the Riparian Forest Restoration Strategy Technical 
Review Committee and the two Services. Information gained from the pilot projects will be used 
to inform future riparian restoration activities.   

In addition to the pilot projects, the first three years of this strategy will be considered the initial 
Implementation Period. At the end of this time, the Technical Review Committee will reconvene 
to address issues pertinent to the implementation of the Procedures for the HCP Riparian Forest 
Restoration Strategy and determine if refinements are necessary.   

Ongoing research continues to support the value of riparian forests. Riparian ecosystems produce 
abundant natural resource values including habitat for salmon and numerous plant and animal  
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species. Myriad species rely on clean water, shade, large woody debris and nutrients for aquatic 
habitat, damp soil and logs for terrestrial habitat, and snags for cavity nesting birds. In addition, 
riparian forests help control flooding, and filter and clean the water that seeps through the 
landscape. 

I greatly appreciate the time and work that DNR’s team members devoted to this important 
effort, and the rigorous scientific contributions that the Technical Review Committee provided. 
They have given us a valuable product that will be useful in the conservation and restoration of 
this important riparian ecological community. 

Sincerely,  

 
Doug Sutherland 
Commissioner of Public Lands 
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Preface 

As directed by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP), this document describes the goals and objectives for site-
specific forest management decisions in the Riparian Management Zone (DNR 1997 IV. 
61). Materials from this document will be reformatted for training and used by field 
foresters. The Department is replacing the 1999 Forestry Handbook procedure              
PR 14-004-150 with the procedure in Section 3 of this document, and implementing this 
Riparian Forest Restoration Strategy with this new guidance and field forester training.  

Implementation of this Riparian Forest Restoration Strategy will be through the training 
of region-based specialists and the training of field personnel. The Technical Review 
Committee and the Federal Services will work with DNR as it moves forward with the 
measured approach to restore riparian forests on state trust lands. Each Westside region will 
carry out a pilot restoration project. Information from the pilot projects will be used to 
inform later riparian restoration activities. 

These silvicultural activity prescriptions are to be applied to forested state trust lands 
managed under the HCP, mostly west of the Cascade Crest. Management of Riparian 
Management Zones (RMZ) in the Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF) will 
continue under the guidance in the OESF management options defined in the HCP.  

Strategies described in this document are required to be implemented in the field when 
RMZ restoration is being considered, unless alternate plans are approved in writing by 
the HCP Implementation Management or their designees, in consultation with the Region 
Manager or Region State Lands Assistant Manager. 

Changes to this Riparian Forest Restoration Strategy can be made by written agreement 
between the appropriate agency representatives. 

Non-riparian associated wetland management strategies are found in: 

Bigley, R. E. and S. W. Hull. 2000. Recognizing Wetlands and Wetland Indicator Plants 
on State Lands in Washington. DNR Scientific Support Section, Olympia, Washington 

Bigley, R. E. and S. W. Hull. 2000. Managing Wetlands on State Lands in Washington. 
DNR Scientific Support Section, Olympia, Washington 154 p. 
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