THE NATIONAL MAPPING PROGRAM

The National Mapping Program publishes a
variety of multipurpose maps to serve all map
users. In addition to published maps, basic map
data and open-file map byproducts are available.
These include aerial photographs, satellite

Land Use and Land Cover Maps

Standard land use and land cover maps at
1:250,000 or 1:100,000 scale are available for the
entire United States. These maps depict the 9 level |

County Maps

Produced at 1:50,000 or 1:100,000 scale,
county maps show selected natural and cultural
features. At the present time, county maps are
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STANDARD SERIES MAPS

Standard quadrangle maps cover systematically
subdivided areas of latitude and longitude, and are
published at various scales depending on the size of
the area mapped

Standard quadrangle formats range from 7.5 X
7.5 minutes covering geographic areas of 49 to 71
square miles to 1 X 2 degrees covering areas of 4580
to 8669 square miles

Standard quadrangle map scales range from
1:24,000 (one inch on the map represents 2000 feet
on the ground) to 1:250,000 (one inch on the map
represents approximately 4 miles on the ground)

Other quadrangle maps are published at scales of
1:20,000 (Puerto Rico) to 1:63,360 (Alaska)

Special area maps are published at scales of
1:50,000 and 1:100,000 (County, Regional, and
National Park Maps), and 1:500,000 (State Base
Maps)

MAP SERIES COMPARISON

lllustrated opposite is the relative comparison of the
size of the area covered by the various map series.
Comparatively, the number of maps required to cover
an area of 1 degree latitude by 2 degrees longtitude is:

128-7.5 minute maps
64-7.5 X 15 minute maps
32-15 minute maps

4-30 x 60 minute maps
1-1 X 2 degree map

The amount of detail shown on a map is proportional
to the scale of the map; the larger the map scale, the
more detail that is shown. For example, individual
houses are shown on 1:24,000-scale 7.5 minute
maps, whereas only landmark buildings are shown on
1:100,000-scale 30 x 60 minute maps.
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7.5 MINUTE SERIES

Mapiseale ..ot gl ek 1:24,000
Map to ground ratio.......... 1 inch represents 2000 feet
Areaiceveredi o ... ha ol 49-71 square miles
Papersize fapproxd., it a0 . i T
Contours and elevations®........................ shown in feet

Mopscalert ool s i el 1:25,000
Map to ground ratio.......... 1 inch represents 2083 feet
Areacovebed. oo o ey 100-140 square miles
Paper:size (@PProX.)ii...cois o0 24" x 40"
Contours and elevations?.................... shown in meters

Mapiscale e e s e 1:62,500*
Map to ground ratio...... 1 inch represents about 1 mile
Aleacovered. .o . 197-282 square miles
Paper size (approx.)........ SRR & e 18 i@

Contours and elevations? shown in feet

................................................ 1:100,000
1 inch represents 1.6 miles

....................... 1578-2167 square miles
Paper size (approse)essescs o nmarmas 29" x 44"
Contours and elevations® ................... shown in meters

1 x 2 DEGREE SERIES

MeEle 1:250,000
Map to ground ratio.....1 inch represents about 4 miles
fAeeacovered..... ... o 4580-8669 square miles
Paper SiZedabproses).... oot k. o 22 32"
Contours and elevations® ....................... shown in feet

'1:25,000 and 1:20,000 scale on selected maps
“Shown in meters on selected maps

%1:63,360 Alaska and 1:50,000 scale on selected maps
#1:62,500 series being abandoned
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