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Principal mineral resources in the southern Hood Canal area are sand, gravel, peat, and
rock (crushed and riprap); no significant metallic minerals have been found in the area. Locations
of known deposits of potential value should be considered when establishing land use controls and,
to the best possible extent, these areas should be preserved for future resource development.

Both the location of existing pits and quarries and the known distribution of potential non-
metallic mineral resources are shown on the map. The resource information is based, in part, on
geologic mapping and on mineral inventories by previous workers (see References).

Most of the sand and gravel of economic potential was deposited by streams that drained
the receding glaciers at the close of the ice age. These deposits were formed as outwash plains,
deltas, alluvial fans, and valley fills; as a result, they lie above the till (hardpan) that was de-
posited directly by the glaciers. Sand and gravel, deposited as the glaciers advanced into the
area, underlie the till and are highly compact because of the weight of the ice that subsequently
overrode them. Some gravels, especially the older, more compact deposits, contain excessive
amounts of clay, fine sand, and iron staining; they are not suitable aggregate for concrete. In a
few places, older deposits are usable even though they lie beneath a layer of overburden, which
may make their extraction more costly. The sand and gravel pits shown on the map vary in size
and their current use has not been determined. Most pits are not in areas mapped as having poten-
tial gravel resources because they were not used as a source of aggregate, only as landfill.

Peat deposits with economic potential cover a total area of 2,000 acres. The peat lies in
shallow depressions on the till-covered upland, in old glacial melt-water channels, and on flood
plains. Lenses of fine-grained sediment may be interbedded with the peat at some locations. Al=-
most all of the bogs contain fibrous peat, and about half of the bogs contain sphagnum peat. There
are also numerous small bogs (less than 4 acres in size) scattered throughout the areq; they are not
shown on the map because of their limited economic potential.

Outcrops of bedrock shown on the map are confined to the area west of Hood Canal. They
include basalt of the Crescent Formation, of Eocene age, and a limited amount of sandstone of the
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Twin River Formation, of Oligocene age. These rocks are strongly deformed, being well jointed
and fractured, and steeply dipping. The Crescent basalt is suitable for riprap where there is not

strong wave action. The bedrock is overlain by a thin veneer of loose soil in most places.
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EXPLANATION

Areas of sand and gravel deposits of possible economic
value; thicker than 20 feet; free of clay and
iron staining. Generally at the surface, but
in places overlain by up to 15 feet of glacial
till.

Existing pits in sand and gravel deposits. Many are in
poor quality deposits and are used as sources of
landfill; only a few have been developed as ag-
gregate sources. Current use of these pits was

not determined.

Areas of peat deposits of possible economic potential;
includes both sphagnum and fibrous peat.
Thickness generally less than 40 feet total.
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Areas of basalt of possible economic value for road-
building and riprap where there is no strong
wave action. Located in mountains and gorges
in the northwestern part of the area. Generally
overlain by a thin veneer of glacial deposits

or other loose material.

Existing basalt quarry, not currently in use.

Area of sandstone of possible economic potential
largely suited for riprap and landscape rock.
Fine-grained in places, and generally over-
lain by a thin veneer of glacial deposits or

other loose material.

A

Existing sandstone quarries, current use not determined.
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