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Michael Polenz joined DGER in March of 2000 and is currently working as 

Principal Investigator for geologic maps of the Poulsbo and Seabeck 7.5-minute 

quadrangles along Hood Canal. Prior mapping projects range across most of the 

Puget Lowland (see list of selected publications below or go to 

http://www2.wadnr.gov/dbtw-wpd/washbib.htm and type ―Polenz‖ in the author 

field), and he has worked on landslide inventories, landslide hazard zonation 

maps, Columbia Basin basalt flow stratigraphy, fault trench investigations, 

earthquake effects documentation, engineering geologic well logs, and other 

projects. Prior to joining DNR, he worked as an engineering geology and 

environmental consultant, mainly in northern and central California. He earned a M.S. Degree in geology at 

Humboldt State University (Arcata, California), where his thesis work centered on tectonic geomorphology and 

sediment weathering at the Crescent City Coastal Plain, California. A native of Germany, Michael holds B.A. 

degrees in geology and economics from Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he was 

awarded the Nancy Yuerges award for unusual abilities in geomorphology. He attended high school in Germany and 

at the Armand Hammer United World College of the American West (Montezuma, New Mexico), where his 

attendance was sponsored by the ―Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes‖ (German equivalent of the National Merit 

scholarship program). 

CURRENT PROJECTS 

Geologic map of the Brinnon 7.5-minutes quadrangle, Washington 

Geologic map of the Poulsbo 7.5-minute quadrangle, Washington 

Geologic map of the Seabeck 7.5-Minute quadrangle, Washington 

EDUCATION 

M.S., Environmental Systems – Geology, Humboldt State University, Arcata, California, 1997. 

B.A., Geology and  Economics, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1992. 

International Baccalaureate, Armand Hammer United World College of the American West, Montezuma, NM, 1988. 
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