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Jessica holds a master’s degree in geological
sciences with an emphasis in structural geology
from the University of Oregon (2003). Her thesis
work involved reconstructing the metamorphic and
deformational history of a fold and thrust sequence
on the eastern border of Death Valley in the Funeral
Mountains.

Jessica is currently the lead editor in the Division’s Publications Section where she specializes in data management
and web development. She formerly worked as technical lead for the Division’s geothermal program, funded by a
three-year grant from the U.S. Department of Energy. This grant’s function is the creation of geothermal datasets for
inclusion in the National Geothermal Data System. Using GIS, she designed, developed, and compiled various
comprehensive datasets useful to geothermal resource exploration, including active faults, volcanic vents,
radiometric dating, temperature-gradient well data, oil and gas wells, and thermal and mineral spring water
chemistry. She has also recently performed geothermal resource mapping in the southern portion of the state. Prior
to the geothermal program’s inception in 2010, she assisted with several 7.5-minute quadrangle mapping projects, as
well as paleoseismic trench research in the Puget Lowland, and conducted a resource assessment for 22 of
Washington’s Native American tribal lands as part of a U.S. Office of Minerals Evaluation grant.

Jessica has a background in geotechnical geology, primarily investigating and mitigating the effects of landslide
activity using various drilling techniques and slope stability software from her time in the private sector in southern
California. Jessica’s outside interests include gardening, hiking, and more gardening.
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