
15. Forest Practices Program Budget 
15.1 Introduction 
The Forest Practices Program’s primary funding sources for the second fiscal year of the 2011-
2013 biennium continued to be the Forests and Fish Support Account (FFSA) for the Adaptive 
Management Program and State General Fund for core activities. These funding sources 
provided continued support for the scientific research to sustain the state’s Forest Practices 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Clean Water Act (CWA) assurances and participation grants 
to tribal, non-profit public interest organizations and two sister state agencies.   

 
15.2 2011-2013 Biennial Allocation by Activity 
The Forest Practices Program is organized into four functional activities. The following lists 
what is funded by the functional activities.  
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The Forest Practices Program was successful in receiving an increase from the 2012 Legislative 
Session in spending authority from the FFSA. The additional funding of $1.3M helped to make 
strategic reinvestments in the Adaptive Management Program, Forest Practices Operations, 
support the two sister state agencies, and restored significant budget reductions in participation 
grants for the tribes and non-governmental organizations.    

This supplemental enhancement is part of the continuing bridge-funding strategy while a long-
term funding strategy is being developed by the departments of Ecology and Natural Resources.  
The purpose of securing long-term funding is to meet the accelerated schedule as established by 
the 2012 Settlement Agreement (among the Conservation Caucus, State of Washington, and 
Washington Forest Protection Association, May 2012); and to accomplish high priority CWA 
assurance milestones and Adaptive Management Program research/monitoring projects 
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necessary to support the Forest Practices Habitat Conservation Plan. See section 15.3 for more 
information on supplemental expenditures.  
 
As previously reported, the 2011-13 biennial allocation for the Forest Practices Program 
exceeded the $22.7 million funding level minimum measured in 2005 dollars as identified in the 
2012 Settlement Agreement. The state funding for Forest Practices exceeded the 22.8 million 
funding level, in adjusted 2005 dollars, using the Personal Consumption Expenditures (PCE) 
Price Deflator. The Forest Practices base biennial allocation with the supplemental increase for 
2011-2013 is reflected below (Table 1). 
 
Table 1: 2011-2013 Biennium Allocation with FY13 FFSA Supplemental  

2011-2013 Base Allocation by Activity FTEs  Total State 
Funds 

FTEs w/ 
Supplemental  

Total State Funds 
w/ Supplemental  

Forest Practices Act & Rules 99.86 $16,683,200 101.39 $16,683,200 
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 2.00 $627,500 2.00 $627,500 
Small Forest Landowner 2.00 $372,100 2.50 $372,100 
Program Development 5.00 $710,300 5.00 $710,300 
Forests & Fish Support Account  2.00 $7,849,300 2.00 $9,213,300 
TOTALS 110.86 $26,242,400 112.89 $27,606,400 

 
15.3 2011-2013 Biennium Expenditures by Activity 
The Forest Practices Program expended a total of $25,274,339 for the 2011-2013 biennium. 
Approximately $130,000 of the 2012 supplemental was expended in Forest Practices Operations 
for Road Maintenance and Abandonment Planning (RMAP) implementation; a project GIS staff 
to update the hydrography layer for the water type modification forms; and a project small forest 
landowner assistance forester for the west side of the state. These three reinvestment areas were 
prioritized and agreed upon by the Forests and Fish stakeholders in order to bridge critical 
funding gaps to maintain CWA Assurances/HCP/Incidental Take Permits.   
 
Tables 2 and 3 below reflect the expenditures for each fiscal year. These expenditures do not 
include the FTEs and budget for the federally funded portion of the stewardship grants or state 
capitol funding.   
 
Table 2: FY 12 Expenditures (July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012) as previously reported with 
corrections1 

FY 2012 Expenditures by Activity FTEs  Total State Funds 
Forest Practices Act & Rules 93.74 $7,920,835 
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 1.29 $203,660 
Small Forest Landowner  2.00 166,993 
Program Development  4.54 339,222 
Forests and Fish Support Account (FFSA) 1.70 3,232,318 
TOTALS 103.27 $11,863,028 

1 The figures as previously reported in FY12 did not reflect the final billings of $29,909. Table 2 reflects the 
additional $23,300 expended in Act & Rules and the $6,609 expended in FFSA. 
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Table 3: FY 13 Expenditures (July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013)  

FY 2013 Expenditures by Activity FTEs  Total State Funds 
Forest Practices Act & Rules 93.01 $7,940,930 
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 2.00 $372,951 
Small Forest Landowner  2.00 219,186 
Program Development  4.22 360,097 
Forests and Fish Support Account (FFSA) 0.89 4,518,147 
TOTALS 102.12 $13,411,311 

 
15.4 Full Time Employees  
The Forest Practices Program continued to experience a position vacancy rate of approximately 4 
percent during fiscal year 2013. The reasons for the vacancy rate are primarily due to 
promotions, retirements, transfers, and recruitment delays. The FFSA funds two FTEs allocated 
for project management for the Adaptive Management Program. The second project manager 
was replaced in June 2013 when this position became vacant due to a resignation. Forest 
Practices Program staff also participated in the statewide fire program (charged to a non-Forest 
Practices Program account) which contributed to the differences in charging to the base program 
and FFSA.  This staffing difference accounts for approximately 5 percent during fiscal year 
2013. The following table (Table 4) reflects where the vacancies/fire participation occurred in 
the second fiscal year of this biennium.   
 
    Table 4: Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs)  

2011-2013 Allocation  
by Activity 

11-13 BN  
FTEs w/ 

Supplemental  

Actual FY 13  
FTEs  

Difference   

Forest Practices Act & Rules 101.39 93.01 (8.38) 
Forest Practices Manage Adaptively 2.00 2.00 0 
Small Forest Landowner 2.50 2.00 (0.50) 
Program Development 5.00 4.22 (0.78) 
Forests & Fish Support Account  2.00 0.89 (1.11) 
TOTALS 112.89 102.12 10.77 
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