CR-101 (June 2004)
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY (Implements RCW 34.05.310)

Do NOT use for expedited rule making

Agency: Department on Natural Resources

Subject of possible rule making: Committee on Geographic Names and Geographic Names Proposals and Process

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 43.30.293

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: EXxisting statutes do not fully describe the
process for proposing, processing, and deciding upon geographic name proposals. The Legislature directed the Committee
on Geographic Names to “establish rules for the conduct of its affairs and to carry out the duties of this section.” RCW
43.30.293. Rules would clarify the process for proposing and processing geographic names and the standards considered for
determining the eligibility of proposed names and for guiding the Committee’s decision on proposals.

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these agencies:

The Washington State Board on Geographic Names receives the recommendations of the Committee on Geographic Names
and makes the final determination whether a proposed name will be adopted. See RCW 43.30.291-.295. The Committee has
independent authority to adopt rules relating to its affairs and duties; however, the Committee will report its intentions to the
Board to confirm that the Board wants it to pursue rules and during the rulemaking process to obtain the Board’s input on rule
development. The United States Board on Geographic Names does not control local naming; however, the Committee will
also notify the U.S. Board of the Committee’s intentions and draft rules.

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply):

[] Negotiated rule making

] Pilot rule making

] Agency study

X] Other (describe) The Committee’s staff will initially conduct rule development with public outreach. Committee
consideration and approval will be needed before adoption.

How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before
publication:
(List names, addresses, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail of persons to contact; describe meetings, other exchanges of information,
etc.)

WA Committee on Geographic Names

PO Box 47030

Olympia, WA 98504

bogn@dnr.wa.gov

360-902-1280

A public meeting will be held to solicit comments on the proposed rules
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