WasHineTon FOREST PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
724 Columbia St NW, Suite 250

WEFPA s

July 18,2007

The Honorable Doug Sutherland
Commissioner of Public Lands
State of Washington

PO Box 47001

Olympia, WA 98504-7001

Dear Commissioner:

It is a great pleasure to participate in the celebration of the Department of Natural Resources 50™ Anniversary; I only wish I
could have been here in person to deliver these remarks myself. Since this is my first year as Executive Director of the
Washington Forest Protection Association representing large private forest landowners, I am learning many new things about the
forest products industry, its history, challenges and opportunities for the future. At the same time, as one who grew up working
in and enjoying our natural resources by fishing and tree farming, and from my tenure in the Legislature working on natural
resource issues, many of the things I know about the people who work in forestry are being reaffirmed. It takes dedication,
commitment and hard work to manage our natural resources responsibly. These are the qualities it takes for an industry or an
organization like DNR to survive for half a century and ones that will keep it going strong into the future.

WEFPA shares a special history with the DNR. The Association was formed in 1908 as the Washington Forest Fire Association to
protect private land from wildfire. Our patrolmen were commissioned by the state as fire wardens with the powers of shutting
down logging operations in hazardous conditions. A formal partnership between state and private officials evolved to suppress
and prevent forest fires -- the greatest threat to forests, at that time. After half a century of working together with state and
federal officials, the newly formed Department of Natural Resources took control of the forest fire duties on public and private
lands, resulting in a transition of the WA Forest Fire Association to the WA Forest Protection Association.

The Association’s 1957 annual report describes one of the most important steps in the history of land management in Washington
was approval of legislation establishing the Department of Natural Resources. This was the culmination of an effort started in
1933 where all natural resource divisions were gathered together into one Department under the direction of an elected
Commissioner of Public Lands. Private forest landowners of the time predicted ...”a bright future, for the scientific management
of State-owned and trustee lands...” and had high hopes for its success and the policies it will pursue.

Fifty-years later, we can look back at some of the challenges the forest industry has faced, from responding to a steady pace of
environmental regulations of the 60s and 70s, economic ups and downs of the 1980s, globalization of our wood product markets
in the 90s, and of course forest health and wildfire issues that continue today. However, the Department of Natural Resources
and forest industry have met these challenges with a track record of success. One of the biggest achievements is learning to
manage our forest policies through collaborative partnerships, like the Timber, Fish, Wildlife agreement, because we recognize
today there are more values to protect in the forest than just timber. Finally, out of mutual interest among those stakeholders that
want to ensure that bright future envisioned 50 years ago, the Department spent a decade working with stakeholders to develop
scientifically-based forest policies to protect fish habitat and water quality on 9.3 million acres of forestland in the State. The
Forests & Fish Law was endorsed by the federal government last year, when the Department of Natural Resources received
approval of a 50-year Habitat Conservation Plan covering all native fish in the state.

The dedication, commitment and hard work it has taken among the people of each generation who have worked with these
natural resource and forestry issues is embodied in these successes. The forest industry and Department have set a promising
path forward to ensure we will manage our most precious forest resources responsibly well into the future. On behalf of the
members of WFPA -- Happy 50" Anniversary DNR.

Sincerely,

ih 4 9.3

Mark Doumit
Executive Director

We 're managing private forests so they work for all of us. ®
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