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Doug Sutherland       July 11, 2007 

Commissioner of Public Lands  

Department of Natural Resources 

P.O. Box 47001,  

Olympia, WA 98504-7001 

 

 

Dear Commissioner Sutherland, 

 

Congratulations on the 50
th

 anniversary of the Department of Natural Resources. This is a great 

achievement. The lands managed by the Department are an enduring legacy for the people of our 

state, their children and generations beyond. 

 

The Nature Conservancy has enjoyed a strong working relationship with your department over the 

years and I anticipate that relationship will strengthen and grow in the years ahead. The Department 

of Natural Resources is a leader among public agencies across the nation in managing public forest 

and aquatic lands. Special recognition must be given to the Natural Heritage and Natural Areas 

programs that protect outstanding examples of our state’s native ecosystems. The science-based 

information produced by these programs is a valuable asset for all landowners and supports the state’s 

environmental and economic health.   

 

Over the years, the Conservancy has worked with the Department of Natural Resources on cutting-

edge, innovative conservation ideas. The aquatic lease and native shell fish restoration in Woodard 

Bay, the Trust Land Transfer Program, and the Ecoregional Assessments are great examples of 

successes that have come from working together on common interests.  

 

As you celebrate the 50
th

 anniversary of the Department, I encourage you to reflect on the 

accomplishments of the past, savor them and strive to do more in the future. We, the people of 

Washington, have been blessed with an incredible diversity of natural resources: Puget Sound, ocean 

waters, tree covered mountains, prairies, shrub-steppe and grasslands. We entrust the future of these 

irreplaceable, breath-taking natural wonders to the hands of the Department of Natural Resources 

with the knowledge that the solid foundation established over the past fifty years will provide a 

sustainable base for the legacy that future generations deserve.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

David H. Weekes 

State Director 

The Nature Conservancy of Washington 
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