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Proposed Pasco Trust Land Exchange 
A proposed land exchange between Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and the City of Pasco 
 

DNR wants to dispose of a parcel of Common School trust land within Pasco city limits, and the City 
is interested in acquiring the parcel by trading some of the irrigated farm land it owns that supports 
the Process Water Reuse Facility. The City would continue its involvement in operations 
management as the master lessee.  

 
Benefits to DNR and the City of Pasco  
The exchange would:  

• Allow DNR to acquire agricultural property with good income potential for the Common 
School trust. 

• Allow the City of Pasco to acquire property that is better suited for urban uses.  
• Reposition state trust assets into natural resource lands that can be sustainably managed for 

the long-term. 
 

City of Pasco Property 

• The City of Pasco’s property consists of 14 irrigated circles on approximately 2,280 acres, 
growing alfalfa, potatoes, corn and wheat.  

• Recycled water from nearby vegetable processing plants is used to irrigate the circles and 
provide nutrients to the soil. 

• Three lessees operate the circles and pay rent to the City. If traded, the City would become 
the master lessee and the current lessees would continue farming. 

• The City intends to trade a portion of the property equal in value to the State property. DNR 
may purchase the remainder of the property, at the City’s discretion. 
 

State Trust Property 

• Property consists of approximately 320 acres located within the city limits near the Hwy 182 
and Road 68 interchange. 

• Surrounding development has made the property south of the highway less suitable for 
agriculture use. 

• The land is currently leased for irrigated agricultural use and commercial development. If 
traded, the leases would be assigned to the City.  

• Property is currently leased for irrigated agricultural use. If traded, the lease may be 
terminated or assigned to the City. 

• The City of Pasco wants to foster appropriate development in the area and connect a major 
arterial across the property.  

(more) 
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What’s Next 
 

The public is invited to a hearing on this proposal on March 2, 2011, 7:00 p. m. at Pasco City Hall in 
the Council Chambers. The hearing is an opportunity to give testimony about the exchange. Written 
testimony may also be submitted to DNR by March 16, 2011, to the Olympia address or to the 
exchange e-mail shown below.  
 
DNR received initial comments from the public at an information meeting held in Pasco in May 
2010.  
 
Following that meeting, both the City and DNR continued to examine the proposal and have decided 
to go forward with an appraisal by an independent third-party appraiser. The results of the appraisal 
will determine the actual portion of the City’s property to be included in the trade proposal. 
 
The final proposal will be presented to the Board of Natural Resources and to the Pasco City Council 
for their decision. The exchange proposal and a summary of the testimony received at the hearing 
will be presented to the Board of Natural Resources at one of its regularly scheduled meetings.  
 
For questions concerning this proposed land transaction please contact: 
 
Julie Armbruster 
DNR Asset & Property Management Division 
PO Box 47014, Olympia, WA 98504-7014 
(360) 902-1636 
julie.armbruster@dnr.wa.gov 
 
Mark Bohnet 
DNR Snake River District Manager 
Southeast Region 
 (509) 545-2026 
mark.bohnet@dnr.wa.gov 
 
Information will also be posted on the DNR website at www.dnr.wa.gov. Questions and comments 
may be sent by e-mail to exchanges@dnr.wa.gov. Please put “Pasco Exchange” in the subject line.  
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