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The Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will begin 
planning the management of Stavis Natural Resources Conservation Area 
(NRCA) now that more than a third of the lands within the NRCA 
boundary have been acquired. In 2004, DNR designated the 3,700-acre 
Stavis NRCA—an area of private and public lands surrounding the 
existing 645-acre Kitsap Forest Natural Area Preserve. Since then, DNR 
has used grant funding to transfer 694 acres of state trust lands into 
NRCA status and acquire approximately 622 acres of private lands from 
willing sellers. DNR is working with interested landowners to acquire the 
remaining private properties in the area and will transfer the remaining 
DNR-managed trust lands in the area to the Stavis NRCA over the next 
several years. 
 
Stavis NRCA is located in western Kitsap County, roughly five miles 
west of Silverdale near Seabeck. The NRCA includes the east and west 
forks of Stavis Creek. Stavis Creek drains into Hood Canal, where the 
summer chum salmon run is federally listed as threatened. Stavis Creek is 
an important salmon recovery area, providing quality spawning ground 
and juvenile habitat. The NRCA also provides protection for high-quality 
freshwater wetlands and habitat for black-tailed deer, black bear and 
many other species.   
 
Douglas-fir, western hemlock, western redcedar and western white pine 
regenerated in the Stavis NRCA after a forest fire scorched this site over 
130 years ago. Few forest stands this old remain on the Kitsap Peninsula 
due to logging, development and land conversion.  As a result, mature 
forest communities in the NRCA are a high priority for protection. The 
Douglas-fir, western hemlock, evergreen huckleberry forest found at 
Stavis NRCA represents one of the best examples of this plant 
community in the world.   
 
The Planning Process 
The Stavis NRCA management planning process will protect the site’s 
important habitat features while identifying opportunities for low-impact 
public use such as hiking, environmental education, and wildlife viewing, 
which are part of the purpose of NRCAs. The management plan must 
meet the requirements of the Natural Resources Conservation Areas Act 
of 1987 (RCW 79.71) and the guidelines of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Areas Statewide Management Plan (1992). 
 
The planning process will begin in winter 2008 with a facilitated 
community meeting, followed by meetings with other stakeholders and 
tribes to gather views and knowledge of the site. Following this initial 
phase, DNR will craft a timeline to develop a draft management plan. The 
draft plan will be made available for public review and comment before 
final approval by the Commissioner of Public Lands.
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