
Washington State Department  
of Natural Resources (DNR) protects  
our state’s heritage of natural  
resources by sustainably managing 
millions of acres of state trust lands  
and submerged lands and beaches. 

Since 1970, state trust forest, range, 
commercial, agricultural, and aquatic 
lands have generated more than  

$8 billion for public schools, state institutions, county services, 
and stewardship restoration of aquatic lands. These lands 
also provide our state with fish and wildlife habitat, clean and 
abundant water, and public access to outdoor recreation. 

dnr.wa.gov

At-a-Glance
A Quick look at the Department of natural Resources

$ billion8has been earned for trust 
beneficiaries since 1970... 
non-tax income for schools 
and communities.

13of private and state 
forestlands are protected 
by DNR from wildfire—
Washington’s largest “on 
call” fire department.

million acres

million  
sq. ft.21.8

of 363 new or remodeled schools from 
2002 to 2009 was paid for with revenue 
from school trust lands.

Recreation 
Sites143

offer options for fun: picnic sites, 
campgrounds, saltwater access, and 
trailheads—mostly in 2.1 million acres of 
forested state trust lands.

Located in the San Juan archipelago, nearly all  
of Cypress Island is a DNR-managed Natural Resources  

Conservation Area encompassed by an  
Aquatic Reserve.
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Peter Goldmark,  
a statewide elected official, 
is Washington’s thirteenth 

Commissioner of Public Lands 
since statehood in 1889.

Learn more at

DNR also: 

◗	M anages state-owned 
aquatic lands.

◗	M anages a Natural Areas 
Program that protects  
native ecosystems.

◗	 Fights wildfires.

◗	 Administers state forest 
practices rules.

◗	H elps communities 
access fire prevention and 
urban forestry resources.

◗	 Regulates reclamation  
of surface mines.
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Olympia Headquarters (1)
1111 Washington St. SE 
MS 47000
Olympia, WA 98504-7000
(360) 902-1000

Northeast Region (2)
225 S. Silke Rd.
Colville, WA 99114
(509) 684-7474

Northwest Region (3)
919 N. Township St.
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284-9384 
(360) 856-3500

Pacific Cascade Region (4)
601 Bond Rd.
PO Box 280
Castle Rock, WA 98611-0280
(360) 577-2025

Olympic Region (5)
411 Tillicum Lane
Forks, WA 98331-9271
(360) 374-2800

South Puget Sound Region (6)
950 Farman Ave. N. 
Enumclaw, WA 98022-9282
(360) 825-1631 

Southeast Region (7)
713 Bowers Rd.
Ellensburg, WA 98926-9301
(509) 925-8510

Fire, Burn Ban information  
and region offices, toll free  
1-800-527-3305 and  
TTY 7-1-1

Our decisions and hard work on the  
ground leave a legacy of healthy forests, 

clean water, thriving ecosystems, and a vibrant  
natural resource-based economy.”

Our Vision
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Managing 
Washington’s  
Trust Lands 

DNR manages 3 million acres of 
trust lands to provide a stream 
of non-tax revenue for statewide 
construction of public schools, 
universities, prisons and other 
state institutions, and fund 
services in many counties.

Revenue is produced on state 
trust lands from sustainable 
management and harvesting 
of timber and forest products 
and leasing agricultural land, 
communication sites, mineral 
leases, and other activities.

Trust lands are vital habitat 
for many native plant and 
animal species. They also protect 
clean and abundant water, 
while offering public recreation 
opportunities statewide.

Managing  
Aquatic Lands 
DNR is steward of more 

than 2.6 million acres of aquatic 
lands—beaches and lands under 
Puget Sound, the coast, and 
navigable lakes and rivers. DNR 
manages these submerged lands 
to protect fish and other wildlife 
while also providing commerce, 
navigation, and public access. 
Revenue is generated by selling 
geoducks and leasing aquatic 
lands for marinas, and other 
uses. In addition to protecting 
and restoring aquatic resources, 
aquatic revenues help pay for 
local projects that create public 
access to aquatic lands. 

Protecting  
Public Resources 
DNR administers the 

state’s Forest Practices rules 
which are developed by the 
state Forest Practices Board. 
These rules guide logging, road 

construction, brush control, 
fertilization and other work in 
the woods on about 12 million 
acres of state and privately owned 
forestlands. DNR works with 
landowners and loggers so their 
activities support a productive 
timber industry but without 
damaging public resources, such 
as fish and wildlife, water quality, 
and capital improvements. 

Fighting and  
Preventing Wildfires 
DNR is the state’s 

largest on-call fire department, 
with 1,200 temporary and 
permanent employees who fight 
wildfires on about 12.7 million 
acres of private and state-owned 
forestlands. DNR works with 
other state, federal and local 
agencies to respond to wildfires, 
and offers local fire districts 
support with fire protection and 
safety equipment requirements.

Crowded, unhealthy forests 
increase the risk of catastrophic 
wildfires. DNR monitors forest 
health across the state and 
helps teach landowners and 
communities how to improve 
forest health and reduce wildfire 
risks. 

Conserving 
Washington’s Natural 
Heritage 

DNR manages Natural Resources 
Conservation Areas (NRCAs) and 
Natural Area Preserves (NAPs) that 
represent the finest remaining 
examples of native ecosystems in 
state ownership—many of them 
unique in the region. In addition to 
providing educational and research 
opportunities, some of these lands 
are open to hikers.

Also within DNR is the 
Washington Natural Heritage 
Program, which studies native 
ecosystems and species. Its 
objective, scientific basis helps 

determine what needs protection 
and how to best protect 
it—information that landowners, 
public agencies, and others  
rely on. 

Providing  
Public Access  
for Recreation 

DNR-managed state lands 
provide public access for many 
recreation opportunities—in 
rustic campgrounds and picnic 
areas, interpretive sites and 
more than a thousand miles of 
trails. These are destinations for 
bicycling, hiking, motorized off-
road vehicle riding, horseback 
riding, fishing, bird watching 
and more.

Most of these opportunities 
are on forested trust lands, 
which are working forests and 
habitat that visitors help protect 
through responsible use of these 
lands. 

Providing  
Geological Services 
DNR’s information 

about the state’s geology is 
used by industry, researchers, 
and rockhounds. DNR 
geologists compile and 
publish geologic maps, 
which are basic tools used 
by geologists, civil engineers, 
and planners. Planners also 
use DNR’s geological data 
and interpretations to make 
emergency management 
plans for earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions and other events.

DNR also regulates  
surface mine and metal mine 
reclamation, oil and gas  
drilling, gas storage,  
geothermal drilling, and 
underground fluids  
injection. 
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