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WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF
Natural Resources

Peter Goldmark - Commissioner of Public Lands
Cullen Stephenson - Deputy Supervisor of Uplands

NEWBERRY HILL STATE FOREST TRANSFER RECONVEYANCE

PROPOSAL

The Department of Natural Resources proposes to reconvey 304 acres, more or less, of State
Forest Transfer Land (formerly known as Forest Board) to Kitsap County at the request of the
County.

. This reconveyance will allow for county proposed use of the property as a
public park.
. The proposed use is in accordance with the state outdoor recreation plan, also

known as the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Planning document
(SCORP).

GENERAL LOCATION

The property is located approximately 3 miles northeast of the Green Mountain State Forest, near
Silverdale and is within Sections 25 & 26, Township 25 North, Range 1 West, W.M.,, in the
South Puget Sound Region. '

IMPROVEMENTS None.
PRESENT INCOME None.

JUSTIFICATION

RCW 79.22.300 states “Whenever the board of county commissioners of any county shall
determine that state forest lands, that were acquired from such county by the state pursuant to
RCW 79.22.040 and that are under the administration of the department, are needed by the
county for public park use in accordance with the county and the state outdoor recreation plans,
the board of county commissioners may file an application with the board for the transfer of such
state forest lands.”
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1. The Kitsap County Council submitted Resolution No. 107-2011 dated July 25, 2011,
requesting Reconveyance of the property for public park use and recreation. (Att. A) The
resolution states that the Kitsap County Parks and Recreation Open Space Plan (PROS) :
- conforms to the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Planning Document
(SCORP);

- established that open space should be acquired to become an interconnected system for
habitat value and as a link to other facilities with a countywide trail system;

- identifies the reconveyance of open space property currently under the auspices of DNR,
as a component of the Newberry Hill Heritage Park planning efforts.

The resolution further states, “the parcel served as an integral part of the County’s
adherence to SCORP for natural resource protection and preservation, while providing
opportunities for satisfying major activity areas such as walking/hiking, natural activity,
picnicking, bicycle riding, and equestrian activities as an integrated part of the conceptual
master plan of Newberry Hill Heritage Park.”

2. The Recreation and Conservation Office prepared a memo to DNR dated
August 27, 2010, (Att. B) identifying the state outdoor recreation plan referenced in
DNR’s Reconveyance statute as SCORP, describing the purpose of the SCORP
documents and the role of the RCO in Reconveyance proposals. The two most recent
SCORP Documents (June 2008 and October 2002) state the policy of the State of
Washington is “To recognize outdoor recreation sites and facilities as vital elements of
the public infrastructure, essential to the health and well-being of Washington citizens,
and important to visitors” and “To assist local and state agencies in providing recreation
sites and facilities that benefit our citizens’ health and well-being.”

3. Because the County’s proposal is subject to SEPA and the Reconveyance would not
occur but for the proposal, the Reconveyance is also subject to SEPA. Kitsap County, the
lead agency for this proposal, has completed an Environmental Checklist and determined
that it does not have a probable significant adverse impact on the environment. A
Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) was issued on August 17, 2011. (Att. C) By
SEPA rule, the SEPA process is combined with the approval process for the
Reconveyance.
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COMMENTS
Conveyance of title will be by quitclaim deed. Mineral rights will be reserved by state. Pursuant

to RCW 79.22.300, if the land is not, or ceases to be, used for public park purposes, the land
shall be conveyed back to the department. The county is paying administrative costs to process

this transaction.

Division Manager Qg s
Deputy Supervisor of Y, gi S : g% ' &
Uplands

Date of Board Approval
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Attachment A

ResoLuTioN NO. JOF 2011
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE RECONVEYANCE OF 345 ACRES OF
STATE FOREST LAND MANAGED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO KITSAP COUNTY
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING CONTIGUOUS LAND FOR
THE NEWBERRY HERITAGE PARK

WHEREAS, Park planning by the Kitsap County Parks and Recreation Department is guided by
the Parks and Recreation Open Space Plan (PROS), adopted by the Board of County
Commig‘sloners on June 26, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the Kitsap County Parks and Recreation Open Space Plan conforms to the State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Planning Document (SCORP), and

WHEREAS, the Kitsap County PROS established that open space should be acquired to
eventually become an interconnected system, primarily for habitat value and, as a link to
regional, local and other facilities with a countywide trail system, and

WHEREAS, the Kitsap County Parks and Recreation Open Space Plan identifies the
reconveyance of 315 acres of open space property, currently under the auspices of Department
of Natural Resource, a known component of the county's Newberry Hill Heritage Park planning
efforts, and

WHEREAS, the parcel served as an integral part of the County's adherence to SCORP for
natural resource protection and preservation, white providing opportunities for satisfying major
activity areas such as walkingfhiking, natural activity, picnicking, bicycle riding, and equestrian
acfivities as an integrated part of the conceptfual master plan of Newberry Hill Heritage Park,
and

WHEREAS, the reconveyance of the 315 acres of trust land, as described in the attached
Exhibit A, will complete Kitsap County's goal of acquiring approximately 1,000 acres of
contiguous land to complete the Newberry Hill Heritage Park, and

WHEREAS, Kitsap County submitted an application letter on Septembsr 8, 2009 requesting the
reconveyance of 315 acres of State Forest Trust Land (described as within Section 25 and 26
T26N, R1W) to Kitsap County, and

WHEREAS, the county offered a series of public meetings, informational tours, and stewardship
group reviews from November 19, 2008 through April 13, 2010, in developing a draft master
plan to incorporate local, state, and regional needs identified by open space and recreation
master planning documents, and

WHEREAS, the Kitsap County Board of Commissioners accepted the conceptuat Newberry Hill
Herltage Park Master Plan on June 28, 2010, and expressed desire lo continue efforts fo secure
the 315 acre parce! from DNR to include in the park planning, and

WHEREAS, DNR conducted a iocal public information meeting on October 19, 2010 outlining
the reconysnance process and estimated approval process schedule, and

WHEREAS, as required, this resolution formalizes the County's application requesting that land

as described in the attached Exhibit A be reconveyed from the Depariment of Natural
Resources to Kitsap County for public park use, and
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Attachment A (Continued)

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; Kitsap County requests the Department of Natural
Resources reconvey 315 acres of state forest land, as identified in the attached Exhibit, to
Kitsap County for public park use and recreation. Per RCW 79.22.300, Kitsap County finds the
proposed public park use is in accordance with both the County Parks and Recreatlon Open
Space Plan and the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Planning Document.

ADOPTED THIS 25TH DAY OF JULY 2011.

KITSAP COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

/ /

3 DER, Com 'sioner

Y e Ay v

JOB?’BROWN, Commissioner

ATTEST:

Pelocimandley fo

Dana Daniels, Clerk of the Board
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Attachment B

Halieral Rescurces Bullding
111} Washirggon St SE
Olympia 'WA 88501

PO B 40817
Otympia 16 §8804-0M17

HTATE OF WASHINGTON
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION OFFICE

August 27, 2010

TO: Clay Sptague, ant of Natural Resources

FROM: Kalee ghes g «. Recreation and Conservation Office
SUBJECT: Department of Natural Resources ‘Reconveyances” and the State
Comprehensive Qutdoor Recreation Planning (SCORP) process

This memao is to clarlfy the raspective roles of aur agencies regarding the reconvayance
of forest board land to a county government pursuant o RCW 79.22.300. These rust
tands came to state management during the 1830s under a law (RCW 79.22.010) that
allowed the state to accept land from countias when the land was the subject of
“delinquent general taxes.” Counties retained the right to ask the stale to return
(reconvey) land under certain circumstances.

As you know, the law goveming a reconveyance Is found in RCW 79.22 300. A request
for the recorweyance onginates from County Commissioners. If the County
Commissioners determine that certain state forest lands are needed by the county for
public park use, the commisslaners may file an apphication with the Washington
Oepariment of Natural Resources (DNR) for the transfer of the state forest lands. The
DNR is then required to determine whether the request is in accordance with a country
racraation plan and “the stale outdoor recreation plan.” If it determines the request is in
accordance, DNR shall reconvey the state forest lands to the county.

The “state ouldoor racraation plan” referenced in statute is a document the Recrestion
and Conservation Office (RCO) develops. RCW 79A.25.020(3) authorizes RCO to
“...prepare and update a strategic plan for the acquisition, renovation, and devalopment
of recreational resources....” This plan is required by faderal law for the-State *.. .o
qualify for participation in or the receipt of ald from any federal program for outdoor
recreation..."

RCO develops this plan to ensure state ellgibllity for the federal Land and Water
Consarvation Fund (LWCF). LWCF requires the state to file an updated outdoor
recreation plan on a S-year cycle. This plan is called the slate comprehensive outdoar
recreation planning (SCORP) document. The National Park Service requires that we
update SCORP every five years. As we do 30 we view successive dgcuments as
complimentary and cumulative

Racreation and Consametion Funding Board « Snimon Recovery Funding Board * Washingion Biodiversity Councd

L o
. o Wazhington lmvazive Species CounsB » Farum cn Mornkoning Salmon Rscavery and Wistershod Haalh A7
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Attachment B (Continued)

Clay Sprague
August 27, 2010
Page 2

The current version of the SCORP document is called Defining and Measuning Success:
the Rale of State Government in Ouidoor Recreation (RCO, 2008). As we raported to
the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board is 2008, this planning document has
three primary audiences: the Govemor, the Office of Financial Management, and the
National Park Service. :

Like the prior SCORP planning documents produced by the RCO since the late 1980s,
this plan is intended as a policy document and is not a land use plan or site-specific
plan, and it is not intended to prescribe actions far any agancy or organization except
perhaps the RCO and the Recreation and Conservation Funding Board. A key reason
why SCORP documents focus on policy is to avoid duplicating plans developed by
athers including counties and the DNR.

For example, we understand some reconveyance requests may be for potential
shooling ranges and facilities. We have known for some time that unmanaged shooting
is an gssue on some DNR-managed lands. In response, the 1995 SCORP document
recommended Ihat ONR "[tlake advantage of IAC grant funds to provide managed
areas for shooting...." (page 19).  Similarly, the 2002 SCORP recommended that DNR
"... seek betler ways 10 manage indiscriminate use of firearme. " {page 63). The 2008
SCORP makes no reference to shooting of fireamms, but it does propose a level of
service measure for providing public access while meeling resource protection
responsibilities.

DNR has in the past asked the RCO for an opinion concerning proposed
reconveyances. We do not make determinations on whether reconveyance proposals
ara consistent with SCORP. That, according to the statute, Is DNR's determination.

Let me know if you need further infarmation.
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Attachment C

KITSAP CO TY DEPAR TOF COM U ITY DEVELOPM

619 DIVIBION STREET M3-36, PORT VAREHNGTON 383564652 LARRY KEETON, DIRECTOR
(3E0) 337-TI0E FAX (360 TS5  HOME PAGE-

DETERMINA OF Sl

Descrpti Proposal. The Ki Coun Parks & Recreation h acti e
County B rd of Cou issi__ers (BOCC), is esling a Land ce of 318
Wash State of ral Resources Trust s for the imtended
‘on m__the Newberry Hill H ge Park, a reqi ol recresfional p o in Ce p
The 315 acre il lete Coun s of i
o 9 ofconfi ous dfor Hill Hemta Park.
Kitsap County P and Dep

Lead Agency: KITSAP COUNTY

Locati proposal, mncludi  street @ ress, if amy: The 315 acre reconveyance  Department of

N Re T _stlands is genersily wit  Sectom 25, and 28, n Township 25 , Range

W, Willamette ian, Kitsap County.

The lead agency for is proposal has defermmed it does not have a adverse

impact aon the . An emi | mpact {EIS) s requred derR

43.21C. 0(2)(c) Thes dewsion was made a eted enwironmental checkli and
i maboneonfilewith lead . This1 . ‘tonsaval eto i request
Thes DNS is issued under 197- 1 (2} elead agency will notacton is al for 14 days from
e date below. Comm mustbesu by Augrest 31, 2011

c ENTS.

The Ia of | dsfrom e D R s considered a mmastic act
Tt wsith  of * DNR | d Th nol duseor ect achons
of is land osed 5 eF achoms n a isiti amea

applica p Counly codes.

Responsible Qffical Person  Steve ck

Poshon/T - S AAdmimsta D  of Com i Phone-_ {360) 337-6

Address: 819 Dt Street. Port WA (5]

DATE: ___ August 7, 1 Sgn re "é <
You vy appeal this detemmination to the Dept of C mty Develo t, at 6 9 Dwwasion

nOrch VWA 88366, no nAugust 31, 1 mwrii . a $500.00 appes] fee
You be prepared to ke spedific factual  ections ct Steve Heacock to read or ask

about precedures for SEPA a s
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
BOARD OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NEWBERRY HILL RECONVEYANCE

\ Hood
Canal Subject
Parcel
Bremerton
Vicinity Map
Parcel Map

Within Section 25 & 26, Township 25 North, Range 1 West, W.M., Kitsap County
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
BOARD OF NATURAL RESOURCES

RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION relating to the reconveyance of real property to Kitsap County
pursuant to RCW 79.22.300 through 79.22.320, for public park use by the county, under
Department of Natural Resources Transaction File No. 02-085108.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF NATURAL RESOURCES,
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, STATE OF WASHINGTON, THAT:

Section 1. WHEREAS, the State of Washington, acting by and through the Department of
Natural Resources, has title to and holds in trust under the provisions of RCW 79.22.040, the
State Forest Land (formerly Forest Board Land) situated in Kitsap County, Washington, and
described in the attached EXHIBIT A.

Section 2. WHEREAS, Kitsap County desires that the real property described in Section 1 be
reconveyed to the County for the purpose of developing a public park, and has filed a resolution
with the Board of Natural Resources for the transfer of the State Forest Land.

Section 3. WHEREAS, The Department of Natural Resources has determined that the proposed
Kitsap County public park use is in accordance with the state outdoor recreation plan (also
known as the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Planning Document).

Section 4. WHEREAS, should the reconveyance be authorized and by this resolution be
consummated, the State of Washington, Department of Natural Resources, shall issue a quitclaim
deed which
(@) reserves from the reconveyance all oils, gases, coals, ores, minerals, and fossils as
provided under RCW 79.11.210;
(b) requires that the land be developed, maintained, and used as a public park;
(©) if the land is not, or ceases to be, used for public park purposes, the county shall
convey the land back to the Department of Natural Resources upon request of the
Department; and,
(d if the land is conveyed back to the Department of Natural Resources, the county,
at its sole cost and expense, shall restore the land in a manner suitable to the
Department prior to vacating the land.
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NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Natural Resources finds the proposed use for the real
property described in Sections 1 and 2 above is in accordance with the state outdoor recreation
plan, further finds the reconveyance request meets the requirements of RCW 79.22.300 and
authorizes, with the advice and approval of the Attorney General, the execution of the deed
referenced in Section 4 above. The Commissioner of Public Lands is authorized to certify to the
Governor that such conveyance is necessary or proper to complete the transfer of the above
described real property to Kitsap County.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Natural Resources, Department of
Natural Resources, State of Washington, this day of , 20

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of
the Commissioner of Public Lands.

PETER GOLDMARK
Commissioner of Public Lands

Approved as to form this / 4

day of /VW ,ZOLL.

Assistant Atto%ey General ; i
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EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

NEWBERRY HILL RECONVEYANCE
02-085108

Portion of Section 25, T25N, R1W
Kitsap County, Washington

Land Description

The 81/2 of the N'1/2 of the SW1i/4,

the §1/2 of the SW1./4,

the N1/2 of the SE1/4,

the W1/2 of the SW1/4 of the SE1/4,

the W1/2 of the E1/2 of the SW1/4 of the SE1/4,

the N172 of the E1/2 of the E1/2 of the SW1/4 of the SE1/4,

and the SE1/4 of the SE1/4

of Section 25, Township 25 North, Range 1 West, Willamette Meridian, Kitsap County,
ascording to U.S. Government subdivision procedures.

[
Dennis J. Gelvin, PLS 21674
Land Description & R/W Specialist
State Land Survey Unit
PO Box 47030
Otympia, WA 98504-7030

paew /O —2 -1 O

FILENAME:L2269 825 T25 RI'W Reconveyance
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EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION (Continued)

NEWBERRY HILL RECONVEYANCE
02-085108

Portion of Section 26, T25N, R1W
Kitsap County, Washington

Land Description

The EI/2 of the W1/2 of the S8E1/4 of the SE1/4 and the E1/2 of the SE1/4 of the SEI/4
of Section 26, Township 25 Nosth, Range 1| West, Willamette Meridian, Kitsap County,
according to U.S. Government subdivision procedures.

Denuds J. Gelvin, PLS 2i674

Land Description & R/W Spexialist
State Land Survey Unit

PO Box 47030

Olympia, WA 98504-7030

pasd__ Dty O

FILENAME:L2269 526 T25 R1W Reconveyance
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