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 8,420 +/- 
Acres 

 Whatcom 
County 

 State Forest 
Transfer Trust 
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 2008 – Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed 
by Whatcom County and DNR 
 

 2009 - Interagency Agreement (IAA) signed; County 
agrees to pay administrative costs for the 
transactions 
 

 2012 – BNR approves Inter-trust Exchange 
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Lake Whatcom 
Watershed 

Bellingham 

Lake Whatcom 
Reconveyance Parcels 



Reconveyance Process 

County to State 
 Former County properties 

managed as State Forest 
Transfer Trust lands  

RCW 79.22.040 
(1923) 

RCW 79.22.300 
(1969) 

State to County   
 Reconveyance for public park 

purpose  
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Reconveyance For Public Park Purpose 
 RCW 79.22.300 

Key Elements: 
 

 Proposal must be consistent with State Outdoor   
Recreation  Plan 

 

 State retains right(s) of way needed for 
management of surrounding trust land 
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 Developed by Recreation and Conservation 
Office (RCO) 
 

 Maintain eligibility for federal funds  
 

 Helps decision makers understand most 
important recreation issues statewide 
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State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation  
Planning Document (SCORP) 



Conditions for Reconveyance 

 State retains easements across roads 
 

 HCP coverage maintained through deed restriction 
 

 County reimburses costs including survey 
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Levels of Service 
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2008   Comprehensive Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan 
  Next 20 Years: 
  152 miles of day use backcountry trails 
  137 miles of mountain bike trails 
  111 miles of hiking and walking trails 
 
2012   Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan 
  0.6 miles/1,000 
  71 miles of trails by 2018 
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Reconveyance Area Referenced for  
Public Recreational Use 
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1973   Whatcom County Trail Plan 

1975   Whatcom County Trail Plan 

1991   Natural Heritage Plan 

1991   Comprehensive Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan 

2008   Comprehensive Parks, Recreation & Open Space Plan 
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