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Welcome to the DNR aquatic lands update. This e-newsletter is
intended to provide information about state-owned aquatic lands,
stewardship measures DNR is implementing to protect our aquatic
lands, and emerging issues that affect them. We hope you enjoy
this update and share it with your friends and colleagues!

DNR partners with Squaxin Tribe to protect
Puget Sound

DNR and its partners have removed 3,150
square feet of overwater docking
structure - the last remaining overwater
structure on Squaxin Island. Ecology
helped fund the removal of 48 creosote-
treated wood pilings and 84.6 tons of
creosote-treated wood from the
Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) fund .

The dock, which provided tribal members access to an old long house on the
island, is the second phase of restoration at this site. A 400-foot rock bulkhead
along the Squaxin Island shoreline, adjacent to the dock, was also removed by
the South Sound Salmon Enhancement Group.

Squaxin Island has documented surf smelt spawning habitat in that area.
Removal of the treated wood and over water structures will improve the habitat
for the smelt, as well as other species, such as migrating salmon.
Large structures and docks that are built in the nearshore environment cast large
shadows in the shallow waters that are used for migrating fish. These shadows
are seen as a threat causing the fish to swim around them into deeper water
where predators can eat them.

By keeping the nearshore clear of overwater structures that block sunlight and
don't contain toxic chemicals, we can help improve migratory corridors for our
fish that we depend on.
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Looking to moor your
boat on state-owned
aquatic lands?

For residential waterfront
property owners

Mooring Buoy Forms
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Most boats used in marine waters have hulls coated with soft, toxic
paints(ablative and sloughing) to keep aquatic organisms from attaching. These
coatings contain toxic chemicals that are poisonous to salmon and aquatic
life. Toxic chemicals are released when you clean or disturb these hull paints.

Know your hull's surface before you clean it. If it has soft, toxic paint,
take your boat out of water to a facility that collects all discharges and
debris.
To do this work yourself on land, use a tarp and vacuum sander
to collect all debris, and dispose properly.
Do NOT clean your hull in or near the water, or near a stormdrain.
It is illegal to perform underwater cleaning of hulls that have soft,
toxic coatings. You can face a fine of up to $10,000.

What's the alternative?  
New, hard-coatings and epoxy-based hard paints are now available for boat
hulls. They provide a slick surface and  they are safe for in-water cleaning. The
surfaces discourage organism growth, last longer, and minimize harm to  the
environment. Best of all, these  surfaces can improve your boat's performance
and save fuel costs.

 
 Sincerely,
 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources

   

  

Do you lease state-
owned aquatic lands? If
you're planning any
changes to your lease,
talk to your land
manager early. Find
out more here.
 
DNR Rivers District 
 
DNR Orca Straits District
 
DNR Shoreline District

Quick Links
DNR Aquatic Land Leasing
 
Clean Marina Program
 
Clean Vessel
Grant Program

Ecology Beach Website
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