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WDFW Water Type Review 

WDFW Water Type Review Process Is Based On: 

 

• Board Manual #13 

 

• Water Type Modification Form Answers and Data 

 

• Water Type Review Team Coordination 

 

• Field Review When Necessary 

 

 



Board Manual 13 

 

 



Water Type 
Modification Form 

• Stream Surveyed 

 

• Survey Timing 

 

• Type of Water Type Change 

 

• Survey Methods and Results 
 

• Survey Conditions 

 

• Water Type Break Determination 

 

• Barrier Information  

 

• Evidence of Mass Wasting 

 

 

 



Survey Timing 
Surveys Need to be conducted when: 

 

• Fish Most Likely To Be Present 

 

• Flow is Most Likely Present 

 

• March 1st  to July 15th Generally  

 

• Pre-Survey Consultation with WDFW 
and Tribes Recommended 

 

 

 



Water Type Modification Form 

 

 



Survey Effort 

Protocol Survey Must Include: 

 •12 of the reaches highest quality pools and 
 
•At least 1/4 mile of stream length from last fish, 

or 
 
•To where gradient increases and remains above 

the 20% gradient threshold 



Water Type Modification Form 

 

 



Water Type Modification – Page 2 

 

 



Channel Characteristics 

Ponded Water 

Stream Size 



Water Type Modification Form Cont. 

 

 



Water Type Modification – Page 2 

 

 



Blockages to Fish Passage  

Permanent Natural 

Temporary 



Blockages to Fish Passage  

Man - Made 



Water Type Modification – Page 2 

 

 



Drought and Other Factors  

Mass Wasting Floods 
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Is Field Review or ID Team Necessary? 



Common ID Team 
Issues 

• Temporary/Permanent 
Natural Barriers 

 

• Man-Made Barriers 

 

• Habitat Above Last Fish 

 

• Channel Disturbance  



Questions? 


