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Staff Transition 
Jeanne Williams has moved on to a position within the Acquisitions Program at DNR.  
Southeast Region staff report that while they miss her already, they are very glad that she 
works just down the hall in the region office.  The program will be recruiting soon for a new 
natural areas manager, and we plan to advertise the position on the listserv and ecology, and 
through the Natural Areas Association website, the Society for Conservation Biology website, 
and the EcoEmploy website.  Natural Heritage Council members will receive the position 
announcement via e-mail and please feel free to pass it along.  Let us know if you have other 
sources of lists or suggestions for posting the announcement. 
 
Natural Areas Association 2009 Annual Conference UPDATE 
After touring both cities, Vancouver USA won out over Tacoma for the location of the 
September 2009 national conference.  Each city has its highlights and location advantages, yet 
Vancouver got the not for its field trip opportunities, generally lower costs, the opportunity to 
add Columbia River and Oregon tours, and a generally more “natural” feel to the setting.  DNR 
is now entering into a contractual agreement with the association to host the event and will be 
assembling several conference planning teams in the near future. 
 
 
Region Reports 

Northeast Region 
 
Davis Canyon NAP 
Post-burn monitoring of vegetation communities was conducted last summer.  The burn 
succeeded in reducing shrub cover to levels within the desired range, without reducing diversity 
of native plant communities or increasing diversity or abundance of invasive plants.  Further 
monitoring will be conducted in two or three years since an increasing trend for non-native 
invasive plant species in post-burn areas might not be detectable in the year following a fire, but 
might demonstrate a stronger signal over time. 
 
Dishman Hills NRCA 
Staff are investigating steps to help reduce vandalism, including publishing a plant list online, 
provide online site interpretation (including providing a map of the site), and install interpretive 
signs along the trails.  
 

Pacific Cascade Region 
 
Spartina Control on the Bone and Niawiakum Rivers 
Beginning June 1, natural areas staff and DNR Aquatic Resources Division staff will use funds 
from a Natural Resources Conservation Service grant to control Spartina on the Bone and 
Niawiakum Rivers. Two public tours of the two rivers will be offered June 2 and June 30 to 
inform the public about efforts to control Spartina. 
 
Table Mountain NRCA 
Region natural areas staff are working with the Northwest Service Academy (AmeriCorps) to 
complete construction of a trail reroute that will keep hikers out of sensitive meadows and away 
from dangerous areas.  Work will also include restoration of damaged a meadow and 
scheduled for completion by the end of June. 
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Southeast Region 

 
Camas Meadows NAP 
In November 2006 (during the Very Wet Pineapple Express), with the help of contractors and 
volunteers, region staff conducted a restoration planting in the meadow to revegetate 
channelized areas.  Outplants included a diverse array of grasses, forbs and several shrubs.  
All plants were grown from seed collected onsite, and another batch of plants will go in the 
ground in fall 2007.  We repositioned existing straw waddles to reduce channelization and 
disperse flow into the meadow, and added more straw waddles to this project.  Also, a 
prescribed burn was conducted in November 2006 in two areas of Sidalcia oregana var. calva 
habitat.  One plot burned quite evenly and nicely, while the other was moister and did not carry 
the fire as well.  Post-burn monitoring will begin in June. 
 
Castle Rock NAP 
Conversations have been held with State Parks representatives regarding public use of Castle 
Rock NAP and Steamboat State Park, and we have agreed that horse riding is not to occur on 
the NAP.  DNR staff will be meeting with Parks staff and interested landowners regarding this 
decision, as well as available horse routes on State Parks land.  It was mentioned that an 
adjacent landowner is interested in selling his property and while these lands have been highly 
grazed, they contain a number of vernal pools that could possibly recover well since vernal 
pools often harbor plants and invertebrates with long-lived dormant stages such as seeds and 
cysts. 
 
Columbia Hills NAP 
The Wagons & Wildflowers event held on May 5 was well attended.  Members of the public 
have mentioned concerns about cross-country mountain biking and hiking that occurs at this 
NAP.  Regulatory signs have been ordered and are to be installed in the near future.  We have 
ordered a vehicle counter to be installed on the road to this site to enhance our knowledge of 
the level of use that the NAP receives. 
 
Klickitat Canyon NRCA 
Our ecologist, Priya Shahani, has been working with DNR trust management staff to develop a 
management agreement for the rare plant area on adjacent trust lands that are within the 
council-recommended proposed boundary expansion.  A timber thinning project is planned for 
winter conditions of 24” of snow-pack, and Priya will be conducting before-and-after monitoring 
of rare plant populations in treatment and control plot areas. 
 
An annual endurance horseback ride, the Klickitat Trek, will be held on June 2-3.  This ride 
goes through a small stretch of trail within the NRCA, and crosses rare plant habitat.  Signs 
have been posted advising riders to stay on trail, and photopoints have been installed for 
before-and-after monitoring for undesired ground disturbance.  The Trek leader has been 
informed of our concerns surrounding impacts to rare plant populations in this seasonally wet 
area, and has visited the site of concern with the SE Region botanist, Carolyn Wright.  Should 
off-trail disturbance occur in the rare plant area, this ride will be re-routed in future years. 
 
A project to enhance Sandhill crane habitat on adjacent private land will most likely be 
conducted this fall, including forest thinning and creek flow modification. 
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Finally, the proposed boundary and management plan will continue to move through the review 
process as staff time allows during this time of transition in the natural areas manager position. 
 
Monte Cristo NAP 
Kathy Turner, temporarily back-filling the vacant manager position, has recruited a new site 
steward for this site, and will be meeting with this volunteer in June. 
 
The Two Steppe NAP 
An unknown party has been accessing the site by driving into it, over top of (and damaging) 
native vegetation, and apparently haphazardly spraying weeds within the preserve; this has 
occurred in both 2006 and 2007.  The road that runs along the edge of the preserve has been 
newly graded.  SE Region staff members are investigating both of these issues. 
 

• Saw a power point presentation on DNR, Natural Areas, and weed management. 

Trout Lake NAP 
Laura Applegate, SE Region volunteer coordinator, and the assistant principal of Trout Lake 
School coordinated a series of in-school activities for 15 tenth grade students. The students: 

• Discussed the importance of conservation and public use concerns. 
• Pulled 20 bags of flowering houndstongue, and will be going out again next week for 

more weed control.  
• Moved gravel from the pile at the boatlaunch and filled all the steps on the new trail.  
• Prepped the viewing platform at the old barn, and will be refinishing it.  
• Removed the old “dead end” sign on the trail. 
• Removed a large tire from the creek in front of the viewing platform.  
• And will be joining our site stewards to conduct water testing on select locations along 

the creek.  
 

South Puget Sound Region 
 
Stavis NRCA/Kitsap NAP 
Natural Areas Program staff are beginning to compile information for a second USFWS Section 
6 land acquisition grant application.  They’ve conducted an initial field assessment for Marbled 
murrelet habitat and wildlife biologists will conduct audio/visual and radar surveys this summer. 
 
West Tiger Mountain NRCA 
A ten-person inmate crew spent ten days pulling English ivy on approximately 8 acres of 
forested land.  
 
 
Prepared by Region Staff and 
Program Manager Curt Pavola 
May 31, 2007 
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