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April 3, 2016

Washington State Committee on Geographic Names
Box 47030
Olympia, WA 98504-7030
Re: Proposed name change: Squaw Bay, Shaw Island

Dear Committee Members:

I am the chair of the Board of Trustees of The Shaw Island Library & Historical Society.
In this role, | have organized meetings and online discussions of Richard Walker's
proposal to change the name of Squaw Bay to Sq'emenem Bay. We wrote to the
committee expressing a consensus view last October, and Shaw Islanders have written
directly to the committee expressing their personal viewpoints. All are a part of your
record.

When we wrote in October, we expressed the following majority viewpoint:

-- That we support changing the name.

-- That we do not support the proposed change to Sqg’emenem Bay.

-- That we work with the applicant to try to reach agreement on a replacement name
that more closely reflects both the native and non-native history of that particular bay.

Subsequent to that correspondence, we reached out to Mr. Walker to see if he would
discuss an alternative name. He expressed no interest in that.

Given that, the Shaw community proposes the name of the bay be changed to
Reef Net Bay.

The bay in question is adjacent to the spot on Shaw that has been the site of reef net
fishing for salmon, a unique fishing method devised by native people (mostly Lummis)
using nets made of local reeds and stone anchors, and later adapted by white settlers
and their descendants. The bay was used historically as the staging area for that fishery
and its easternmost point is known as Reef Net Point. There still is a limited reef net
fishery just outside the bay and the reef-net gear and fishing floats are kept in the bay.

As attached as many islanders are to the name “Squaw Bay,” we believe changing it to
Reef Net (or Reefnet) Bay represents a compromise that has a firm base in the history
of the island, both native and white settlement, has precedent in the name of the
adjacent point and would fall quickly into common usage.

Sincerely,

m&oA

sard (har : |
\TTRARD HBWARY ¢ HiKiDRICAL SocE]
Sl \zN\N\N AW I SLANDLBRNSY OR&r



Alex MaclLeod
Board Chair
Shaw Island Library & Historical Society
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MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

Sent: Friday, May 20, 2016 11:15 AM

To: wuzeditor@rockistand.com; richardmollywalker@gmail.com
Subject: Sq'emenen Bay and Reef Net Bay

Hello,

At yesterday's meeting, the Committee on Geographic Names voted to defer both of the

proposed names to replace Squaw Bay. The Committee stated during their discussion that
they would like to see community support for a unified proposal.

Both of these proposals will be on the agenda for our October meeting, and | would encourage
both of the proponents to see if they could reach a compromise on a replacement name. The
Committee was not comfortable choosing one name over the other, as there appears to be
division among residents as to what the new name should be.

If any correspondence takes place between the Proponents, please send me a copy. You can
also view the meeting video and audio here at TVW:
http://www.tvw.org/watch/?eventiD=2016051077

Let me know if you have any questions, and | look forward to receiving any additional
materials.

Caleb A, Maki

Photogrammetrist 3 - Engineering Division

Executive Secretary — Washington State Committee on Geographic Names
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

Phone: 360-902-1280 / Fax: 360-902-1778

cgleb.maki@dn[,wa.goy
www.dnr.wa.gov

ﬁ Feel free Yo print, paper is a renewable resource



MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: Alex Macleod <wuzeditor@rockisland.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 21, 2016 9:50 AM

To: MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

Ce: richardmollywalker@gmail.com

Subject: Re: Sg'emenen Bay and Reef Net Bay
Caleb:

Thank you for the update. Those of us on Shaw appreciate the commilttee tabling the proposed change to
Sq’emenem until its October meeting.

Having listened to the committee’s discussion, there is a misapprehension of the position of the Shaw Island
residents. Our position, which we have tried to state clearly on more than one occasion, is as follows:

I. We support dropping the name Squaw Bay.

2. We oppose the proposed change to Sq’emenem Bay.

3. We support changing the name to Reef Net Bay. The bay in question has been the staging area for both
Native and later non-native reef need fishing along the south shore of Shaw Island. A point on the bay already

carries the name Reef Net Point and is further desi gnated as such by trail markings of the San Juan County
Parks Department.

Once the broad consensus of Shaw residents expressed its opposilion to the proposed change to Sq’emenem
Bay, made by individuals with no connection to the island, we wrote the the Sq’emenem Bay proponent to see
he was open to working with the Shaw residents to find an acceptable compromise. He was not. If he has
changed his position on compromise, we would be willing to consider one.

I'would like to correct a factual misstatement made during the committee’s discussion by member Allyson
Brooks. In making the motion to approve the Sq’emenem Bay proposal , Ms. Brooks said the Shaw Island
(Library &) Historical Society supported the change to Sq’emenem Bay. On the contrary, our organization, after
having held community discussions in person and online, supported dropping the name Squaw Bay but opposed

the change (o Sq’emenem Bay. We have proposed an alternative with local historical roots, native and non-
native: Reef Net Bay.

We undersiand that this communication is a public record and ask that it be made part of the committee’s record
of the Sq’emenem Bay/Reef Net Bay issue.

Alex MacLeod

President, Board of Trustees

Shaw Island Library & Historical Society
Shaw [sland. WA 98286

cc: Richard Walker

On May 20, 2016, at 11:15 AM, MAKI, CALEB (DNR) <CALEB.MAKI@ dnr.wa.cov> wrote:

Hello,



MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: Richard Walker <richardmollywalker@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2016 8:58 PM

To: Alex Macleod

Cc: MAKI, CALEB (DNR]

Subject: Sq'emenen Bay

May 26. 2016

Alex MacLeod
President. Board of Trustees
Shaw Island Library & Historical Society

Shaw.Island. WA 98286

Dear Alex,

lappreciate your membership’s support for changing the name of Squaw Bay.

I read your latest letter to the Comminee on Geographic Names. Some correction andfor clarification is necessary.

First, to write that I have not been apen ta compromise is not accurate. I was not able 1o attend your first meeting on this issue. But I 101d Siephanie
Buffum-Field, a Shaw Island resident and cxecutive direcior of the Friends af the San Juans. that | had no problem with the name “Reel Net Bay”

but added that the Lummi Nation should be consulted on the matter, because Shaw Island is part of the Lummi Nation’s historical territory.
My understanding is she was going 10 write a letter expressing our views on the matter.

Second, although [ was not able to auend your society’
your website, in which I wrote that if I could atiend,
That is a good thing. I helieve we share an ing

s meeting, [ did write a letter to the community, dated Sept. 19, 20135, which you posted on
“Iwould share with Shavw residents that Lam glad they are engaged i dialogie on iy issue.
west wseeing the istors of St and the San Juan Wlands gecuvately prresented, and that we all
Bediove that names ave imporiant in the tetling of that histeny. "

1 alsey oo

S emenen 15 a husterical place name. Accordmg 1o Lununi Nation frere
famaid neme for Show land is S emenen, It is the name witicl the

. "
the namie by which they know i now,

ity chicd BUE(Tsitivwy James, a respected teacher amd cultwre-bearer, the
Feest Prople of the San Juan Blands have abways hrovwn th tsfeenrdd, aned 1 iy



“Sq emenen helps woll the histon of the pluce. T know the bay £y g promment reefnet sie |

Hhe Lommi people devetoped reefnet fishing. Su,
Sq'emenen represents the original name of Sheaw Blund, where peapte use o ishing
{ i & !

method developed by the region's Firv Peoples.”

Fhe Lununt people were ey Mplv seasomtl avcupants of the islund. Hieir froimt of org
Saanich. Samish, and Sonehees. and for thowsands of sears, the
were thew fome. Sase Island was as el o part of thetr Mo

i is Honry hland  They share o common aneestor with the
v all maintained and harcesied resources on the 1sdands Year-sennd. AH of the islandy
vats any other iand within their hisiorical 1er ritors. "

Lantnor Coast Sulish, iy v ife s and | do nor speak for the Coust Salish Hnal,

sty of the region. But 1 do bnew that the Lammt Nution and othes
Caast Salish nations huve trean righes amd ollieations within the

i histovical weritory, among them cosmantazing the siate’™s fisheries for the bes fit

. N . - - . . "
st all peaple. Narve aod mon-Nertive. So, their relationskip 1o Shaw and the other Sun Juan Blonds cantinues roday.

Third, it is incorrect to say “Sq’emenen™ is proposed by “individuals with no connection to the island ..." The Lummi, Samish and other Coast Salish
peoples originated in the San Juan Islands, including Shaw Island, which they to this day know as “5q'emenen.” They have certain rights on the

island and in ils waters, reserved by the Treaty of Point Elliotl of 1855. As you know, Article VI of the U.S. Constitution states that treaties are “the
supreme Jaw of the land.”

Of the 29 people who lent their names to the initial petition, a majority have cultural and ancestral ties to the islands. My wife, who is a citizen of the

Samish Indian Nation, comes from an islands lincage that dates back thousands of years. Qur home is located due south of proposed Sq'emencn Bay,
near a Samish village site, at Cape San Juan.

Fourth, [ believe the name “Sq’emenen Bay” would help build hridges af understandin

presence on the island; she obviously is not aware of activity going on now in the islands related (o culture, history and treaty rights. Another Shaw
Island resident, who happens 1o be a school board member on the island, wrote of retaining the current name, “Naming a place something offensive
to someone somewhere is not the same as calling someone who might be offended by that name.”

2. One of your society members wrote that there is no Native

“Sq'emenen” is the Lummi name for Shaw Island and helps tell the story of the

place. | am reminded of what Dr, Margaret Bruchac, Abenaki, author
of the oft-quoted 1999 essay, “Reclaiming ‘squaw’ in the name of the ane

estors.” wrote of the importance of indigenous place names:

“We can claim the opportun iy 10 recover original indigenous place names,

language reclamation efforts ... When I hear all the words of onr old langua
of the ancestors.”

reinforce respect for local indigenous histories, and support Native
ges spoken by Native peaples, in their proper contexts, | hear the voices

A final point: "Sq"emenen™ has been con

sistently misspelled in your letters on this matter, Itisspelled SQ"EMENEN. K is pronounced as it
looks: ske men en. all short ',

Vunderstand that this communication is a public record and ask that it be made part of the commitiee's record,



Sincerety,

Richard Walker
00813296
richardeiels walies o vingil com




MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: Alex MacLeod <wuzeditor@rockisland.com>
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2016 1:31 PM

To: Richard Walker; MAKI, CALEB (DNR)
Subject: Reef Net Bay

Richard:

Thank you for your recent note. As Caleb has made clear, the issue the commitiee has placed before us is
whether we can find common ground on the renaming of Squaw Bay.

We already have cleared the mosi important hurdle, with Shaw Island residents supporting your proposal 1o
remove the word “squaw” from the name of the bay.

As we said last fali, while we supported that change, we did not support your proposed new name. As we wrole
to the committee on Oct. 9, 2015, we instead proposed to work with you to “iry to reach agreemenlt on a
replacement name that more closely reflects both the native and non-native history” of the bay. When we

received no positive response from you, we subsequently made our own proposal to the committee that the bay
be renamed “Reef Net Bay.”

I was surprised, then, 10 see in your most recent note that you told Shaw resident Stephanie Buffum-Field in
September that you *“had no problem with the name “Reef Net Bay.” This is the first I've heard of your
openness to changing the name to anything other than Sq’emenen Bay. Given that you are the one who began
this process, perhaps you would be willing to express your comfort with change to Reef Net Bay to the
appropriate individuals in the Lummi Nation and see if they will join you in support of changing the bay's name
as we have proposed. With that, | suspect we would be able to speak to the committee with one vojce and make

its October deliberation rather simple. And with that, the word “squaw” bill be gone from the maps and charts
of the islands.

Please let me know if you will take that initiative,
Thank you.
Alex

cc: Caleb Maki
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MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: lynn <bahrych@rockisland.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2016 5:20 PM

To: DNR RE BOGN

Cc: Alex Macleod

Subject; Comment on Renaming Squaw Bay at Shaw Island

| definitely support renaming the bay Reef Net Bay.

| am opposed to Sq’emenen because it is difficult to pronounce, hard to spell and write
correctly, and has no association or historic significance to me as a resident of Shaw for over
30 years. If there were tribal residents on Shaw today, it might be a different matter. As it is, |
don’t think it would be especially meaningful for the current residents, at least not those |
have spoken with about it.

Please consider renaming the bay "Reef Net Bay."

Thank you,
Lynn Bahrych

80 Old Macdonald Lane
Shaw Island WA 98286



MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

L

From: lynn <bahrych@rockisland.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2016 5:20 PM

To: DNR RE BOGN

Cc: Alex Macteod

Subject: Comment on Renaming Squaw Bay at Shaw Island

| definitely support renaming the bay Reef Net Bay,

| am opposed to Sq’emenen because it is difficult to pronounce, hard to spell and write correctly, and has no association
or historic significance to me as a resident of Shaw for over 30 years. If there were tribal residents on Shaw today, it
might be a different matter. As it is, 1 don’t think it would be especially meaningful for the current residents, at least not
those | have spoken with about it.

Please consider renaming the bay "Reef Net Bay."

Thank you,
Lynn Bahrych

80 Old Macdonald Lane
Shaw Island WA 98286



MAKI, CALEB (DNR)

From: inga horton <ingahorton@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2015 5:18 PM
To: DNR RE BOGN

Subject: Squaw Bay

I think that it is somewhat perilous to change an accepted name, the history of the name will be lost forever. Squaw Bay
just rolls of the tongue, Reefnet Bay does not! | am hoping that Squaw Bay will be retained forever. Inga Horton,
Horton's Hook.



RECEIVED BY:
DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SEP 14 2016

ENGINEERING DIVISION
OLYMPIA 09504-7030

Sept. 7, 2016

Washington Committee on Geographic Names
P.O. Box 47030
Olympia, WA 98504-7030

RE: RENAMING OF SQUAW BAY

Dear Committee Members:

| am the president of the Board of the Shaw Island Library & Historical Society. The attached
documents reflect the overwhelming support of Shaw Island residents for renaming Squaw Bay
as Reef Net Bay.

We circulated the attached petition on July 3 as islanders gathered for the Fourth of July
celebration. Eighty (80) Shaw residents — out of a total population of about 200 — signed the
petition. Only five (5) demurred, four of whom said they objected to removing the existing name.

The support reflected in this petition is consistent with earlier, mostly anecdotal measures from
island meetings and online commentary on our organization's web page (shawislandlibrary.org).
The San Juan County Council, by unanimous resolution, indicated at a June meeting that it will
also endorse Reef Net Bay as the bay's new name.

| would paint out that there already is a point along the eastern boundary of the bay identified by
the San Juan County Parks Department as Reef Net Point. Historically, the bay has been used
by native and non-native reef-net fishermen as a staging area for the fishery just west of the
bay's mouth.

We appreciate the opportunity to be heard on this matier of considerable local interest.

Alex MaglLeod
Box 157
Shaw Island, WA 98286



RENAMING OF SQUAW BAY

The Washington State Committee on Geographic Names will decide at its
fall meeting what name will replace Squaw Bay. The choice will be between
Sg'emenem Bay and Reef Net Bay.

The committee wants to know the preference of local residents. When we
considered this last fall, we told the committee three things:

— We support the proposal to remove the current name.

— We do not support the proposed change to Sq’emenem Bay.

— We are very willing to work with the proponent of the change to find a
new name.

Since then, and despite our repeated requests, it has become clear that the
proponent of the change to Sq’emenem Bay is unwiliing to consider
anything else. As a result, and to work within the committee’s policies, in
April we formally proposed a change to Reef Net Bay, a name that reflects
the native and non-native history of the bay and the name most acceptable
to those who expressed support for a change, as well as those who
otherwise oppose any change from the existing name.

At its May meeting, the committee deferred action on the original proposal
in order to consider it alongside the Shaw proposal. Based on the May
meeting discussion, there is little question the committee will vote to
remove the existing name; the only question is what will be the new name.

Among other things, the committee will solicit comment from the San Juan
County Council on the competing names. | believe it is important for us to
demonstrate to the Council, as well as the state committee, our support for
Reef Net Bay. The Council is scheduled to meet on Shaw Tuesday, July 12,
at 10:30 a.m. at the Shaw Community Building.

Below is an opportunity for you to express your support for Reef Net Bay to
both groups. Please do so legibly. You may also attend the Council meeting
and express yourself there, especially if you oppose this proposed change.



REEF NET BAY PETITION

We support changing the name of Squaw Bay to Reef Net Bay:
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REEF NET BAY PETITION

We support changing the name of Squaw Bay to Reef Net Bay:
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REEF NET BAY PETITION

We support changing the name of Squaw Bay to Reef Net Bay:
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REEF NET BAY PETITION
We support changing the name of Squaw Bay to Reef Net Bay:
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Q WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF Washinoton State G lf’E_TER ?EIL?NII-AR;(
ashington Stale Commissioner of Public Lands
Natural Resources

April 14, 2016

Alex Macleod
PO Box 157
Shaw Island. WA 98286

Dear Alex Macleod.

Your proposal to name Reef Net Bay is scheduled for its initial hearing with the Washington State
Committee on Geographic Names on 5/19/2016 in Olympia. At this time the Committee will decide
whether or not to accept your proposed name for consideration. Ifaccepted, the name will then come
up for discussion and final decision at subsequent hearing(s) to follow. Atthe time of the hearing(s).
you may wish to be present and speak for your proposal. but attendance is not a requirement.

Between the initial and final hearings, the merits of your proposal will be researched and comments
on the proposal from the local historical socicties, county governments, state and federal land
management agencies. and interested groups and individuals who have some knowledge of the area
will be solicited. If there are longtime local residents or adjacent property owners in the area whose
addresses you could provide, I will be glad to request their comments as well.

If I can answer any further questions, please call me at (360) 902-1280, or email me at
caleb.maki@dnr.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

o' /.

Caleb Maki, Executive Secretary

Washington Committee on Geographic Names
P.O. Box 47030

Olympia, WA 98504-7030

(360) 902-1280

caleb.maki@dnr.wa.gov

111 WASHINGTON ST SE * POBOX 47041 * OLYMPIA, WA 98504-7041
TEL (360) 9021250 * FAX (360) 902-1780® TTY (360) %02-1125
Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer
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May 20, 2016

Alex Macleod
PO Box 157
Shaw Island, WA 98286

Dear Mr. Macleod,

Your proposal to name Reef Net Bay has been deferred for its final hearing before the
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names on October 13, 2016 in Olympia.

The Committee voted to defer your proposal in light of opposition from a competing
proposal for the same geographic feature. The Committee expressed their desire for the
two proponents to see if they could work together to come up with a unified proposal to
replace the name Squaw Bay in San Juan County.

| will be contacting the proponent of the competing proposal with the same message. lf a
compromise is reached, please send any correspondence to me so that | can present the
new materials for the Committee at our October meeting.

|You can view the meeting's video and audio at the| TVW webpage at:
hitp://www.tvw.org/watch/?eventlD=2016051077

If you have any questions or additional information to convey, please call me at (360) 902-
1280, or email me at caleb.maki@dnr.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

Executive Secretary

WA State Committee on Geographic Names
360-902-1280

caleb.maki@dnr.wa.gov

1111 WASHINGTON ST SE * PO BOX 47041 * OLYMPIA, WA 98504-704%
TEL. (360} 902-1250 ™ FAX (360) 902-1780* TTY. (360} 902-1125
Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer



DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESCURCES

COMMITTEE ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
PO Box 47030
Olympla, WA 98504-7030

360-902-1280
BOGN@DNR.WA.GOV
WWW.DNR.WA.GOV

October 21. 2016

Alex Macleod
PO Box 157
Shaw Island. WA 98286

Dear Alex Macleod.

Your proposal to name Reef Net Bay is scheduled for its finaf hearing before the Washington State
Committee on Geographic Names on May 2017 in Olympia.

Proposed names may receive two or more hearings before the Washington State Committee on
Geographic Names. Meetings are usually held twice a year. At the first meeting. the Committee
decides whether or not to consider the name. and at the second, the Committee makes a decision to
approve, deny. or defer the proposed name.

In the intervening months. the Committee stafl solicits opinions and comments from historical
socicties. county officials. federal agencies. mountaineering clubs, and any other group or person
who can provide information or an informed opinion on the proposal. The Committee uses this
information to make a decision according to guidelines previously established by the Committee.

If there is additional pertinent information (names and addresses of longtime residents. property
owners adjacent to the feature. or historical information to help us in our research) bevond what is
provided in the Geographic Name Application. please let me know at your earliest convenience.

You are welcome to attend the hearing on your proposal. and will be given an opportunity to make a
statement or provide information or clarification at that time. An agenda for the next Committee on
Geographic Names meeting will be mailed to you prior to the meeting.

I you have any questions or additional information 1o convey. please call me at (360) 902-1280. or
email me at caleb.maki‘a dnr.wa.gov,

Sincerely.

Cer (U,

Caleb Maki. Executive Secretary

Washington Committee on Geographic Names
PO Box 47030

Olympia. WA 98504-7030

{360) 902-1280

caleb.makia dnr.wa.gon



Reef Net Bay

REEF NET BAY - SAN JUAN COUNTY

m_mmm Net Point
(Unofficial)

Bay; 0.25 miles wide, located on the
SE side of Shaw lIsland in the San
Juan Islands.

The proposal was submitted in
response to a proposal to change the
name of Squaw Bay.

The feature has been a site for historic
reef net fishing, and is still used for
that purpose today.

The proponent believes that "Reef Net
Bay" is a compromise that has a firm
base in history of the island, and
honors both past and present
residents of the island.
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REEF NET BAY - SAN JUAN COUNTY

Bay; 0.25 miles wide, located on the
SE side of Shaw lIsland in the San
Juan Islands.
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