
  
 

Minutes 
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names 

 
May 16, 2014 

Natural Resources Building 
Olympia, Washington 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 
David Bergvall - Chair 
The Honorable Leonard Forsman - Tribal Representative 
Mary Schaff - State Librarian Representative 
Dean Foster - Public Member 
Putnam Barber - Public Member 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Caleb Maki 
 
AUDIENCE MEMBERS PRESENT 
William Conner - Conner Falls 
Blane Long - Longs Pond 
Denise Vessey - Longs Pond 
Ed Steinweg - Greenfield Creek - Dickenson Cove 
Lasha Steinweg - Greenfield Creek - Dickenson Cove 
Val Long Vontourne - Longs Pond 
Peggy Topping - Longs Pond 
Larry Topping - Longs Pond 
Jim Langhelm - Meyer Creek 
Greg Spadoni - Meyer Creek 
Mark Bozanich - WS DOT 
Pat Beehler - WA DNR 
Justin Beard - Longs Pond 
Gilbert Long - Longs Pond 
Ilone Long - Longs Pond 
 
  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The David Bergvall called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM.  All of the Committee members 
introduced themselves. 
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SAFETY REVIEW 1 
Mr. Maki gave a safety overview and instructions on evacuating the building in case of an 2 
emergency. 3 
 4 
 5 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 6 
Chair David Bergvall called for approval of the minutes for the October 11, 2013 Committee on 7 
Geographic Names Meeting. 8 
 9 
MOITION: Mary Schaff moved to approve the minutes. 10 
 11 
SECOND: Dean Foster seconded the motion. 12 
 13 
ACTION: The motion was approved, with Putnam Barber abstaining. 14 
 15 
 16 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR CONNER FALLS 17 
The proponent for Conner Falls, Bill Conner, addressed the Committee.  Mr. Conner stated that 18 
many local residents use the surrounding area of the falls for fishing and hunting, and that the 19 
falls are quite impressive during times of heavy rain.  Mr. Conner said that this proposal would 20 
honor his father, Thomas Conner, who took him fishing in Wallace Lake and hunting in the 21 
surrounding area when he was young. 22 
 23 
 24 
CONNER FALLS: INITIAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 25 
After an overview by staff, the proponent was asked to clarify the location of the feature.  The 26 
proponent stated that the falls were located on an unnamed creek, not nearby Wallace Creek. 27 
 28 
Dean Foster stated that if he were to vote to approve this proposal at the following meeting, he 29 
would like to see more evidence of local support from residents.  Mr. Foster asked the proponent 30 
to work with staff to supply evidence of local support. 31 
 32 
MOTION: Dean Foster moved to approve Conner Falls for Final Consideration. 33 
 34 
SECOND: Mary Schaff seconded the motion. 35 
 36 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously for Final Consideration. 37 
 38 
 39 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR MEYER CREEK 40 
The proponent for Meyer Creek, Jim Langhelm, addressed the Committee.  Mr. Langhelm stated 41 
that he had spoken in support for his proposal as the previous meeting, and was here to answer 42 
any questions that the Committee may have.  Mr. Langhelm said that he believes that this 43 
proposal was necessary to honor Richard Benjamin Meyer, and that the fish pond and salmon 44 
incubator that Mr. Meyer's son built on the creek has led to a run of chum salmon that uses the 45 
creek to this day. 46 
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MEYER CREEK: FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 1 
After an overview by staff, the Committee thanked Mr. Langhelm for his efforts and for his 2 
proposal. 3 
 4 
MOTION: Putnam Barber moved to approve the name Meyer Creek. 5 
 6 
SECOND: Dean Foster seconded the motion. 7 
 8 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously to send Meyer Creek to the Board on 9 
Geographic Names with the Committee's recommendation to approve. 10 
 11 
 12 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR GOLDEN POINT 13 
No one had signed up to give comment on this proposal. 14 
 15 
 16 
GOLDEN POINT: FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 17 
After an overview by staff, Mary Schaff stated that she was pleased to see such local community 18 
support for a proposal.  The Committee had received 23 letters of support from nearby residents 19 
of the feature. 20 
 21 
MOTION: Mary Schaff moved to approve the name Golden Point. 22 
 23 
SECOND: Dean Foster seconded the motion. 24 
 25 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously to send Golden Point to the Board on 26 
Geographic Names with the Committee's recommendation to approve. 27 
 28 
 29 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR LEE ISLAND 30 
No one had signed up to give comment on this proposal. 31 
 32 
 33 
LEE ISLAND: FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 34 
After an overview by staff, the Committee asked staff if the San Juan County Whale Museum 35 
had submitted their comments, as the Whale Museum is located on land that was donated by 36 
Emelia "Lee" Bave, the individual being commemorated by this proposal.  Staff informed the 37 
Committee that the Whale Museum and the San Juan County Council were in favor of this 38 
proposal. 39 
 40 
MOTION: Dean Foster moved to approve the name Lee Island. 41 
 42 
SECOND: Putnam Barber seconded the motion. 43 
 44 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously to send Lee Island to the Board on 45 
Geographic Names with the Committee's recommendation to approve. 46 
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PUBLIC COMMENT FOR DICKENSON COVE 1 
The proponent for Dickenson Cove, Ed Steinweg, addressed the Committee.  Mr. Steinweg 2 
thanked staff for the correction to the map of the feature, as at the prior meeting, staff had 3 
applied the name Dickenson Point to the point to the East.  Mr. Steinweg stated that he would be 4 
glad to answer any questions that the Committee may have, and he wanted to make official a 5 
name for a geographic feature that was already in use by local residents. 6 
 7 
 8 
DICKENSON COVE: FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 9 
Staff gave an overview of the proposal, stating that the Thurston County Commissioners and the 10 
Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society were both in favor of the proposal.  Staff had also 11 
received a petition signed by 34 local residents stating their support for the proposal. 12 
 13 
MOTION: Putnam Barber moved to approve the name Dickenson Cove. 14 
 15 
SECOND: Mary Schaff seconded the motion. 16 
 17 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously to send Dickenson Cove to the Board on 18 
Geographic Names with the Committee's recommendation to approve. 19 
 20 
 21 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR GREENFIELD CREEK 22 
The proponent for Dickenson Cove, Ed Steinweg, addressed the Committee.  Mr. Steinweg 23 
stated that he has been unable to find more information concerning Mrs. Greenfield, having been 24 
asked by the Committee at the prior meeting.  Mr. Steinweg stated again that this proposal is not 25 
commemorative; it simply recognizes the area in which the creek originates and flows through, 26 
being known as "Greenfield Farm" by some residents.  Mr. Steinweg stated that there is also a 27 
nearby road named Greenfield Court. 28 
 29 
 30 
GREENFIELD CREEK: FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 31 
After an overview by staff, Dean Foster asked what Tribal governments had been notified, and if 32 
the Committee had received any response.  Staff stated that the Cowlitz Indian Tribe, the 33 
Puyallup Tribe, and the Squaxin Island Tribe had been notified during the comments solicitation 34 
period, and that staff had not received any response.  Mr. Foster had noticed that in the 35 
proponent's proposal, it was mentioned that this area was called "Blc-sáxwab" or "where they 36 
jump" by Native Americans in the past. 37 
 38 
MOTION: Dean Foster moved to approve the name Greenfield Creek. 39 
 40 
SECOND: Mary Schaff seconded the motion. 41 
 42 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously to send Greenfield Creek to the Board on 43 
Geographic Names with the Committee's recommendation to approve. 44 
 45 
 46 
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PUBLIC COMMENT FOR LONGS POND 1 
Blane Long addressed the Committee. Mr. Long stated that this proposal should be approved by 2 
the Committee and Board, as the Long family were excellent stewards of the feature and 3 
surrounding lands while they owned the property.  Mr. Long said that the feature is known today 4 
as Longs Pond by many local residents, and that the name Longs Pond appears in many 5 
publications and maps.  Mr. Long also said that he would be happy to answer any questions that 6 
Committee may have. 7 
 8 
 9 
LONGS POND: FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 10 
Staff was asked by the Committee if any comments opposing this name had been received 11 
following the last Committee meeting, in which a counter-proposal, Fleetwood Lake had been 12 
tabled.  Staff informed the Committee that the only comments received since have been in 13 
support of the Longs Pond proposal, and that City of Lacey was in favor of this proposal, and the 14 
Thurston County Commissioners had no objection. 15 
 16 
MOTION: Putnam Barber moved to approve the name Longs Pond. 17 
 18 
SECOND: Dean Foster seconded the motion. 19 
 20 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously to send Longs Pond to the Board on 21 
Geographic Names with the Committee's recommendation to approve. 22 
 23 
 24 
ADJOURNMENT 25 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:44 PM. 26 
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