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Forests & Fish Policy Committee 
August 1, 2013 Meeting Summary 

 
Decisions and Actions from Meeting 

Decision Notes 
1. Approved July 11, 2013 meeting summary.  Full consensus of all caucuses. The Comparison of 

Alternate Approaches for Deriving the Wet Season 
Default Distance will be attached to the meeting 
summary. 

2. Scheduled August 21st Type F meeting (all-
day) and August 22nd Mass Wasting meeting 
(afternoon), both at Ecology.  

 

3. Approved Policy’s priorities for calendar year 
2014 memo to the Board. 

Full consensus of all caucuses. 

 
 

Action Assignment 
1. Provide Policy with quarterly reports to 

forecast when CMER studies will come to 
Policy. 

Jim Hotvedt, AMPA 

2. Send scientific and white papers to full Policy 
in preparation for HPA code revision process. 

Terry Jackson 

3. Consider questions to ask state caucus about 
HPA code revision process at September 
meeting. 

All 

4. Draft August 1, 2013 meeting summary. Claire Turpel 
 
Introductions – Stephen Bernath and Adrian Miller, Policy Co-Chairs, welcomed the group and led 
introductions (please see Attachment 1 for the list of attendees). There was no sign-in sheet for this 
meeting. 
 
Review Agenda, Announcements, and Meeting Summary 
This meeting is intentionally short since there are not a lot of decision items for full Policy, but Co-Chair 
Stephen Bernath encouraged the group to use the afternoon to caucus.  
 
Starting August 16, Chris Hanlon-Meyer will be the new Division Manager at DNR and will represent 
DNR with Marc Engel at Policy meetings. 
 
Policy’s Priorities for 2013 and 2014 
The timeline document is helpful but only to a point; it does not indicate when the CMER studies will 
come to Policy. There are two memos for Policy’s review at this meeting but only one needs Policy’s 
approval. The memo that updates the Board on Policy’s 2013 priorities does not need Policy approval 
today; the memo that tells the Board about upcoming workload in 2014 does need Policy approval today.  
 
Policy must suggest to the Board when they estimate CMER studies could come before them. Since it is 
difficult to predict this, Policy requested the Adaptive Management Program Administrator (AMPA) to 



Forests & Fish Policy Committee  Decisions and Actions 
August 1, 2013 Meeting Summary  Conference Room RS 16/17 

Page 2 of 5 

give quarterly reports of when he forecasts CMER studies coming to Policy. With no further discussion or 
suggestions, Policy approved the memo to the Board outlining Policy’s priority topics for calendar year 
2014. 
 
HPA Code Revision and Appendix M Process 
The state caucus provided Policy with a memo outlining the Appendix M process and how that affects the 
current possibility of Policy reviewing WDFW’s proposed rule changes for HPAs:  

• Terry Jackson will work with the AMPA to provide information to Policy about this possibility, 
including the relevant sections of the draft rule language and the draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  

• Once the AMPA receives the information from WDFW, he will answer the questions posed in  
the Board Manual, pages 22-7 and 22-8.  

• The AMPA and WDFW will jointly bring this proposal and recommendation to Policy at the 
October 2013 meeting. This proposal will recommend whether the rule language review should 
go to Policy or CMER.  

• If the AMPA recommends it should go to Policy, Policy will decide whether or not to accept the 
proposal and do a review.  

o If Policy decides to do the review, Policy is responsible for providing feedback report on 
the rule language to the director of WDFW, which WDFW will use prior to their CR-102 
process and rulemaking.  

o If Policy chooses not to do the review, Appendix M explains that WDFW can go ahead 
with rulemaking process as established by EPA. 

 
There was some discussion about whether the changes from WDFW will impose restrictions or burdens 
on forest practices beyond those contemplated by recommendations of the Forests & Fish Report. WDFW 
also indicated that there are numerous scientific and white papers on their website for reference; Terry 
Jackson will send those documents to Policy.  
 
The state caucus will be prepared to answer more questions if people have them at the September 
meeting, prior to the AMPA’s recommendation at the October meeting. 
 
Type F Update – The last meeting was July 18th, and though the progress was slow, the group made 
progress on Objective A (off-channel habitat). A small writing group (Terry Jackson, Mary Scurlock, 
Kendra Smith, and Karen Terwilleger) will work on the Introduction and hopefully provide Policy with 
new draft language in time for the next Type F meeting on August 21st.  
 
Policy discussed what to do with the time on the August 21st meeting. Some people thought the time 
would be used for a presentation/discussion on shared risk and fish habitat; others thought it would be 
used to continue working through Objectives and Tasks. It was decided that the August 21st meeting 
would focus on the Introduction, Objectives, and Tasks.  
 
The landowner caucus is working on identifying issues that would go along with the Tech/Op document 
that WDFW started and worked on with the state, tribal, conservation, and federal caucuses. These issues 
will hopefully be incorporated into the Type F Charter at the August 21st meeting or later. 
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Forest Practices Board Meeting Update 
Many reports have been given to the Board, including rulemaking and approvals for the Adaptive 
Management Program reform (from the settlement agreement). The Board has also received a last-minute 
request for an additional agenda topic: petition for rulemaking on the western gray squirrel. This petition 
is slightly different than the last one (nest trees plus associated habitat, 55 feet around each tree). This 
petition is from the same petitioner and there will be time for public comment. 
 
CMER Update 

• The recent science session invited Bob Danehy to speak about road construction BMP work in 
Oregon. After good discussion with CMER members, Bob agreed to be on the initial writing team 
for the Road Prescription-Scale Effectiveness Monitoring Project (initial writing team members 
do not necessarily correspond to the TWIG members).  

• WetSAG has another Co-Chair, Linda Storm from EPA.  
• The extensive status & trends monitoring for westside F/N is going through a joint CMER/SAG 

review. This report will be slowed down for a few months since the author is engaged in two 
other high-priority projects. 

• The document to define what non-CMER science means has been approved and will come to 
Policy in September. It will be incorporated into the Protocol & Standards Manual. 

 
Next Steps 

• Mark Hicks will schedule the Type N technical meeting (or email review) for Greg Stewart’s data 
analysis of eastside Type N data. 

• Expect to see more information from Adrian Miller about scheduling other Mass Wasting 
meetings so that work can be completed in time to submit to the Board by the October 11th 
deadline (for the November Board meeting). 
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Attachment 1 – Attendance at 7/11/13 Meeting by Caucus 
 

Conservation Caucus 
Mary Scurlock, Conservation Caucus 
Chris Mendoza, Conservation Caucus 
 
County Caucus 
Kendra Smith, Skagit County 
 
Federal Caucus 
Marty Acker, USFWS 
 
Landowner Caucus 
Kevin Godbout, Weyerhaeuser  
Doug Hooks, WFPA 
Adrian Miller, Longview Timber, Corp. (Co-
Chair) 
Dick Miller, WFFA 
Karen Terwilleger, WFPA 

 
 
State Caucus 
Stephen Bernath, Ecology (Co-Chair) 
Marc Engel, DNR  
Chris Hanlon-Meyer, DNR 
Mark Hicks, Ecology 
Terry Jackson, WDFW 
Donelle Mahan, DNR 
Marc Ratcliff, DNR 
 
Tribal Caucus 
Chase Davis, UCUT (phone) 
Mark Mobbs, Quinault Nation 
Joseph Pavel, Skokomish Nation 
 

 
 
Others 
Heather Ballash, Forest Practices Board 
Howard Hanlin, DNR 
Tom Laurie, Forest Practices Board 
Claire Turpel, Triangle Associates (facilitation team) 
Bob Wheeler, Triangle Associates (facilitation team) 
 
 

Attachment 2 – Ongoing Priorities Checklist 
 

Priority Assignment Status Notes 
Type N Board 
Manual 
Development 

Type N technical 
subgroup 

 Will schedule meeting once 
data analysis of eastside data 
is complete. 

Type F Policy August 21st meeting, all-day  
FPHP Integration  CR-102 process  

Adaptive Mgmt 
Program Reform 
Rule 

DNR Present draft rule language 
to the Board at August 
meeting. 

 

Mass Wasting  
Report Findings 
Package 

Policy Charter developed; meetings 
and presentations being 
scheduled. 

 

Ongoing CMER Mark Hicks &  CMER Co-Chairs to give 
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Priority Assignment Status Notes 
reports reviewed by 
Policy 

Chris Mendoza, 
CMER Co-Chairs 

update(s) as needed at May 
Policy meeting 

*This table is meant to note the Policy Committee priorities that were sent to the Forest Practices Board 
and any other major topics or issues that arise during the year.  
 
Additionally, the WDFW HPA code revision is in progress. WDFW and the AMPA are working to bring 
this information to Policy at the October 2013 meeting. 
 
 

Attachment 3 – Entities, Groups, or Subgroups: Schedule and Notes 
 

Entity, Group, or 
Subgroup 

Next Meeting Date Notes 

Forests & Fish Policy 
Committee 

September 5  

CMER August 27  
Type N Subgroup   
Type F Subcommittee 
of the Whole 

August 21, all day  

Forest Practices Board November 12  
 


