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Common Aim

The participants of the Cherry Point Collaborative Process will work together to create an
agreement that contains a set of recommendations for action, to be jointly submitted to
the appropriate entities, for the sustainable long-range management of the Cherry Point
reach.

In the process of developing this agreement, the following objectives will be considered:

a. protection and restoration of the Cherry Point water quality, aquatic ecosystem, and
its valued species, including but not limited to, Cherry Point herring, Nooksack
Chinook, and migratory waterfowl;

b. public recognition of Cherry Point’s unique ecological resources;

determining whether there is an ongoing need for the Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve;

d. respecting reserved treaty rights that protect cultural resources including the
sustainable harvest of natural resources in usual and accustomed areas; and

e. sustainable economic development, and the long-term viability of existing and
pending leases as planned for by Whatcom County’s current shoreline management
program, and other activities at the site, in a way that is not detrimental or does not
put resources or adjoining neighborhoods in jeopardy.
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All of these objectives will be considered in a way that respects all interests in
environmental protection and restoration, economic sustainability of water-dependent
uses, and community goals. Although all of the above objectives will be considered in
developing the agreement, there is no present commitment made to include any or all of
them in the agreement. However, no party will consider entering the agreement unless it
determines its interests have been met.
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