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• AAUS is an organization of organizations 
 
• AAUS accepts Scientific Diving Programs 

(i.e. organizations) NOT individual 
scientific divers; divers are certified/trained 
by the Organizational Member (OM) 
 

• The strength of the Academy is in its 
Organizational Members’ (OM) Programs 

What is an OM? 



Organizational Members 
 
 

•  1,055 Individual members 
 

•160 Organizational Members 
 
 

•  9 New OM’s in 2009,  
•  7 New OM’s in 2010 
•  16 new OM’s in 2011 
•  9 new OM’s in 2012 
•  10 new OM’s in 2013  
•  5 new OM’s in 2014… so far 
 

• 5 current OM applicants, 1 in Standards Review 
 

 

 
The AAUS is currently comprised of: 
 



= 33% Growth in 5 years 
 

Newer OM’s by type: 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 …2014 
114 123 136 145 153    165? 

Research/
Academic 

Consulting Inter-
national 

Aquarium Youth/special 
group divers 

19 10 9 8 4 

# of OM’s for past five years: 



New Website / Virtual Office  



Membership information 



Standards & Bylaws 



The AAUS Foundation 

 
 
 

www.aausfoundation.org 
 
•  501c3 non-profit organization, incorporated in 2010 
 

•  support’s AAUS mission – facilitate research & the 
advancement of safe scientific diving practices 
 
 
Scholarships & Awards: 
 
•  Kathy Johnston & Kevin Gurr Scholarships 
•  Hollis Gear Award 
• Our World Underwater Internship 

http://www.aausfoundation.org


The Kevin Flanagan Fund Student Travel Award, since 2012 



Revisions to the Standards  



New Standard  2011  



New Standard  2013  
SECTION 4.00 ENTRY-LEVEL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS  
4.10 General Policy 
Training and certification as an entry-level diver is a prerequisite to AAUS Scientific Diver Training. 
In lieu of writing/promulgating AAUS specific standards for entry-level divers, AAUS references 
here, the standards for entry-level diver training as defined by the WRSTC and/or ISO.  
 
AAUS programs who wish to train entry-level divers may do so using one of the following options: 
a) under the auspices and standards of an internationally recognized diver training agency. 
b) under the auspices of AAUS using the minimum guidelines presented by the most current 
version of the RSTC/WRSTC and/or ISO entry-level diver standards. 
 
 
 
4.20 References 
“Minimum Course Content for Open Water Diver Certification”- World Recreational Scuba Training 
Council (WRSTC), www.wrstc.com. 
“Safety related minimum requirements for the training of recreational scuba divers -- Part 2: Level 
2 -- Autonomous diver”. ISO 24801-2:2007- International Organization for Standardization (ISO)- 

www.iso.org. 



AAUS Certification 
•  Introduced at the 2013 Symposium 
 
•   Partnership with ITI (International 

Training) 
•   Independent underwriting & recognition 

 
Goals & Benefits: 
• Reduce ties to recreational agencies 
• Scientific Diver Certification as ‘proof’ of 

training according to AAUS standards 
 



• AAUS Certification Cards 
– Language, expiration, etc. 
– Applicability within AAUS 
– Recognition/ equivalency in the recreational industry. 



What’s Next? 

 
• More Certifications, newer standard 

 
• Accreditation Program 

 
• New Strategic Plan 

 
 

 



BOD Contacts 
 

• AAUS Certification program, Chris Rigaud 
• Accreditation Program, George Peterson 
• AAUS Foundation, Elliot Jessup 
• AAUS Scholarships, Diana Steller 
• AAUS Standards, Liz Kintzing 
• AAUS Membership, Pema Kitaeff,  

     pema@uw.edu 
 
 



Announcements…. 

 
•  AAUS Symposium, Sitka Sept. 9-13, 2014 

 
• Scientific Dive Class/AAUS certification at 

UW’s FHL in August, deadline April 15th 
http://www.tinyurl.com/diveclass  

 
• NW DSO’s at the Taphouse Grill 7pm 

http://www.tinyurl.com/diveclass
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