Echolocation
Bats emit pulses of high-pitched sound that bounce back
to their ears after striking objects, including insects. When flying,

A N u rS e r fO r B a t S J bats are awash in ultrasonic echoes that they interpret to build
REFLECTED WAVE OF PREY “Images” of their surroundings and their insect prey.
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Pups start flying at about
one month old and use

the pier as cover for their
first practice flights. Their
mothers teach them how to
hunt. As they are weaned,
the pups gradually start to
forage on their own.

This pier is ideal habitat fo
but it was treated with ct
contains chemicals that'e
aquatic environmen

State Departmer

IS maintaining
exploring,alten

-
i L

Little
Brown
Myotis Bat Wing

MOVING ON

When the pups begin

to fly, mothers and pups
gradually leave the pier
and disperse to other
roosting and foraging
sites miles away. It's still
a mystery where western
Washington bats
hibernate in winter.

PHOTOS (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP): LITTLE BROWN BAT BY MORIARTY MARVIN, U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (USFWS); YUMA MYOTIS © MICHAEL DURHAM / MINDEN PICTURES; BATS FLYING: USFWS/ANN FROSCHAUER; LITTLE BROWN BAT WING BY GREG FALXA; WOODARD BAY PIER BY MICHELE ZUKERBERG.



