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Dear Supporters 
The Washington state Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) forest 
land plan for the Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF) guides the 
management of over 270,000 acres of forested state trust lands on the 
western Olympic Peninsula. DNR manages these temperate rain forests for 
both timber harvest to provide revenue to trust beneficiaries, and 
ecological values such as habitat for native wildlife species. 

A member of the US Forest Service’s National Experimental Forest and 
Range Network, the OESF is managed under an experimental approach 
called “integrated management.” Instead of designating one area for timber 
harvest and another for wildlife habitat and other ecological values, DNR 
manages forested state trust lands across the OESF for both.  

In this forest land plan, DNR provides foresters and managers the practical 
guidance they need to implement this approach on a day-to-day basis. 

DNR also describes its approach to research and monitoring, in which 
DNR investigates the relationship between management activities and 
ecological conditions; its step-by-step adaptive management process, in 
which DNR uses new information to affirm or change its management; 
and its new program of operational trials, in which foresters are 
encouraged to innovate on logging methods and other aspects of day-to-
day operations. All of these programs and opportunities will help DNR 
maximize the potential of the OESF as a laboratory for sustainable forest 
management.  

DNR could not complete a plan of this magnitude without help from 
individuals and organizations too numerous to list. DNR extends a special 
thanks to everyone who has supported this forest land plan with feedback, 
site visits, ideas, and the generous use of their time and energy. 

DNR invites you to read and learn about this unique area, from its early 
history to today’s management goals and strategies. Thank you for your 
continued support of the OESF. 

 
 

Kyle Blum 
Deputy Supervisor for State Uplands 
Washington Department of Natural Resources  



This page intentionally left blank. 

  



  
 
  

Olympic Experimental 
State Forest Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) 
Planning Unit 

Forest Land 
Plan 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by 

Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources 
September 2016 
 



  

Acknowledgements 
This forest land plan is the culmination of many years of discussion, 
sharing, and thoughtful collaboration with a wide range of 
organizations and individuals both within and outside DNR that are 
too numerous to list. DNR appreciates the time and attention 
provided by everyone who has contributed to this effort. 

This plan was a collaboration between DNR’s Olympic Region and 
the Forest Resources Division in Olympia. 

• Mona Griswold, Olympic Region Manager 
• Angus Brodie, Forest Resources Division Manager 

A special thanks to Sue Trettevik, former Olympic Region Manager, 
for her leadership, knowledge, and contributions to this forest land 
plan. 

The following contributors are listed in alphabetical order.  

DNR Olympic Region 
Kevin Alexander, Planning Forester 
Andrew Gorbett, Unit Forester 
Scott Horton, Wildlife Biologist 
Brett McGinley, Unit Forester 
Mike Potter, Unit Forester 
Drew Rosanbalm, Assistant Olympic Region Manager 
Jesse Steele, former Unit Forester 
Bill Wells, Coast District Manager 
 
Forest Resources Division 
David Bergvall, Assistant Forest Resources Division Manager 
Cathy Chauvin, Communication Consultant 
Weikko Jaross, Senior Forest Analyst 
Scott McLeod, Silvicultural Scientist 
Heather McPherson, Wildlife Biologist 
Teodora Minkova, OESF Research and Monitoring Manager 
Rebecca Niggemann, GIS Analyst 
Jeff Ricklefs, GIS Analyst 
Chris Snyder, GIS Analyst 
Heidi Tate, Forest Land Planning Program Manager 
 
Photo Credits 
Unless indicated otherwise, photos in this forest land plan have been 
generously provided by DNR employees. 

 



  
 

 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources | Page i 

Table of Contents 
 

 

About This Plan ............................................................................... 1-3 

Plan Organization ....................................................................... 1-4 

Planning Area .................................................................................. 1-6 

The Natural Environment........................................................... 1-7 

Types of DNR-managed Lands in the OESF ................................ 1-8 

Administrative Designations .................................................... 1-10 

A Brief History of the OESF ........................................................... 1-11 

Past Harvest ............................................................................. 1-10 

1989 Commission on Old Growth Alternatives  
for Washington’s Forest Trust Lands ....................................... 1-12 

Preliminary Planning: the 1991 Draft OESF  
Forest Management Plan ......................................................... 1-13 

1992 Forest Resource Plan ...................................................... 1-15 

Threatened Species and the HCP ............................................. 1-15 

Biodiversity Pathways and the Washington  
Forest Landscape Management Project .................................. 1-17 

Deferrals and the Policy for Sustainable Forests ..................... 1-19 

2016 Final Environmental Impact Statement and  
Forest Land Plan ....................................................................... 1-19 

Integrated Management: Looking Back, Looking Forward ......... 1-20 

 

 

 

Silviculture ...................................................................................... 2-3 

DNR’s Silvicultural System: Cohort Management ...................... 2-4 

HCP Conservation Strategies .......................................................... 2-9 

Northern Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy ........................... 2-9 

Chapter 1: Background 

Chapter 2: Management Approach 



 
OESF HCP Planning Unit Forest Land Plan | Page ii 

Riparian Conservation Strategy ............................................... 2-10 

Marbled Murrelet Conservation Strategy................................ 2-11 

Multispecies Conservation Strategy ........................................ 2-11 

Planning from a Landscape Perspective ...................................... 2-12 

How the Tactical Model Works ................................................ 2-12 

How the Tactical Model is Used ............................................... 2-14 

The Tactical Model Through Time ........................................... 2-14 

Adaptive Management ................................................................. 2-15 

Research and Monitoring ............................................................. 2-16 

Information Management ............................................................ 2-17 

Effective Communication ............................................................. 2-18 

Response to Natural Disturbances ............................................... 2-19 

Adaptation to Climate Change ..................................................... 2-20 
 

 

 
Revenue Production ....................................................................... 3-2 

How is the Objective Measured? ............................................... 3-4 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............... 3-5 

Northern Spotted Owl Conservation Strategy............................... 3-7 

How is the Objective Measured? ............................................... 3-9 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............... 3-9 

Riparian Conservation Strategy ................................................... 3-21 

How are the Objectives Measured? ........................................ 3-25 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............. 3-26 

Marbled Murrelet Conservation Strategy ................................... 3-44 

How is the Objective Measured? ............................................. 3-45 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............. 3-45 

Multispecies Conservation Strategy ............................................ 3-46 

How is the Objective Measured? ............................................. 3-47 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............. 3-47 

Adaptive Management ................................................................. 3-50 

How is the Objective Measured? ............................................. 3-51 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............. 3-51 

Chapter 3: Goals, Objectives, and Management Strategies 



  
 

 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources | Page iii 

 
Research and Monitoring ............................................................. 3-52 

How are the Objectives Measured? ........................................ 3-53 

How are the Management Strategies Implemented? ............. 3-54 

 

 

 

Adaptive Management ................................................................... 4-1 

Why Adaptive Management? .................................................... 4-2 

Goal and Scope of Adaptive Management ................................ 4-5 

Types of Adaptive Management Used in the OESF ................... 4-7 

Sources of Information for Adaptive Management ................... 4-8 

The Adaptive Management Process .......................................... 4-9 

Research and Monitoring ............................................................. 4-18 

Types of Monitoring ................................................................. 4-18 

Near-Term Priority Research and Monitoring Projects ........... 4-20 

Research Partnerships ............................................................. 4-26 

Operational Trials Program ...................................................... 4-28 

Communication and Outreach and Information  
Management ............................................................................ 4-29 

Planning for Success ..................................................................... 4-30 

 

 

 

Terms and Definitions .................................................................... 5-1 

 

 

 

References ...................................................................................... 6-1 

 

 

  

Chapter 4: Research, Monitoring, and Adaptive Management 

Chapter 5: Glossary of Terms 

Chapter 6: References 



 
OESF HCP Planning Unit Forest Land Plan | Page iv 

 

Acronyms  
dbh Diameter at breast height 

DNR Washington Department of Natural Resources 

GIS Geographic information system 

HCP State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation Plan 

LRM Land resource manager database 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service 

NPS National Park Service 

OESF Olympic Experimental State Forest 

RCW Revised code of Washington 

RMAP Road maintenance and abandonment plan 

SAF Society of American Foresters 

SEPA State Environmental Policy Act 

SOMU Spotted owl management unit 

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 

USDI United States Department of the Interior 

USGS United States Geological Survey 

USFS United States Forest Service 

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

WAC Washington administrative code 

WDFW Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

WFPB Washington Forest Practices Board 

 

Other  
Federal Services NOAA Fisheries and USFWS 

 

 

 


