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August 2016

Dear Interested Party,

The Washington State Department of  Natural Resources (DNR) is completing a forest land plan for 
the Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF). Located on the western Olympic Peninsula, the OESF 
encompasses more than 270,000 acres of  forested state trust lands. These lands are carefully managed to  
provide a sustainable flow of  revenue to trust beneficiaries, primarily through the harvest and sale of  timber, 
and to conserve their ecological benefits, which include healthy streams and forests and habitat for native 
wildlife species such as northern spotted owls.

The forest land plan will provide foresters and managers the practical information they need to meet DNR 
policy objectives in the context of  “integrated management.” Integrated management is based on the 
principle that a forested area can be managed to provide both revenue and ecological benefits.

Completion of  the forest land plan will be a major milestone in the management of  the OESF and the 
culmination of  many years of  discussion, sharing, and thoughtful collaboration with a wide range of  
organizations and individuals.  

DNR published a Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement (RDEIS) for the OESF forest land plan 
in October 2013. After a careful review of  the comments received on the RDEIS, DNR added a new action 
alternative for the OESF called the “Pathways Alternative.” The Pathways Alternative, which is DNR’s 
preferred alternative, was developed to improve how DNR manages northern spotted owl habitat under 
current policy. The Pathways Alternative is described and analyzed for potential environmental impacts in 
this Final Environmental Impact Statement.

The next and final step in this process will be to adopt the proposed forest land plan. If  you have questions, 
contact Heidi Tate, Forest Land Planning Program Manager, at 360-902-1662. 

Thank you for your interest in the sustainable management and conservation of  state trust lands.

Sincerely,

Kyle Blum
Deputy Supervisor for State Uplands
Washington State Department of  Natural Resources

DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

FOREST RESOURCES DIVISION
1111 WASHINGTON STREET SE
OLYMPIA, WA 98502

360-902-1600
WWW.DNR.WA.GOV
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