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Teanaway Community Forest





Teanaway Community Forest
… a collaborative partnership

• Legislative purchase - 2013
• Yakima Basin Integrated Plan 

(YBIP)

• DNR owns the land
• WDFW holds a conservation 

easement

DNR and WDFW are 
committed to a joint 
decision-making process



In approving the Teanaway purchase, 
lawmakers directed DNR and WDFW to:

• Protect and enhance the water supply 
and protect the watershed

• Maintain working lands for forestry 
and livestock grazing while protecting 
watershed functions and habitat

• Provide recreational opportunities 
consistent with watershed protection

• Conserve and restore fish and 
wildlife habitat

• Support a strong community 
partnership in ongoing land 
management

Teanaway Community Forest 
Legislative Direction



Teanaway Community Forest 
Advisory Committee

 Back Country Horsemen of WA

 Local Community Members

 Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance

 Friends of the Teanaway

 Kittitas County Commissioners

 Kittitas County Field & Stream Club

 Mountain to Sound Greenway Trust

 Neighboring landowners

 Off-road vehicle interests

 The Nature Conservancy

 The Wilderness Society

 Washington Department of Ecology

 Washington Trails Association

 WA State Snowmobile Association

 Yakama Nation 

 Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Partner



• Completed May 2015

• Direction for 5 Goals

• 15 public Advisory 
Committee meetings

• 3 open houses

• More than 1,600 online 
comments

• Public SEPA review

Teanaway Community Forest
Management Plan



• Develop a recreation plan for the forest

• Provide a sustainable network of safe and  
enjoyable recreational trails 

• Provide recreation opportunities and facilities 
that are consistent with watershed protection 

• Evaluate motorcycle use within the  recreation 
planning process 

• Maintain existing partnerships and establish 
new collaborations between public agencies, 
user groups, and citizen volunteers

• Establish a consistent enforcement and 
education presence

Management Plan 
Recreation Objectives



Purpose of Recreation Planning

• Develop objectives for managing 
recreation for next 15 years

• Determine what types of 
recreation will be provided in the 
Community Forest and where

• Identify opportunities for 
connections across the landscape

• Identify partnerships and 
volunteer opportunities

• Establish priorities for 
implementing the plan



Recreation Plan 
Goals

Teanaway Specific:

• To maintain and where possible 
expand recreational opportunities 
consistent with watershed 
protection, for activities such as 
hiking, fishing, hunting, horseback 
riding, camping, birding, and 
snowmobiling.

General:

• Resource protection

• High-quality recreation experience

• Public safety



The Planning 
Process



Community Kickoff Meeting – Oct 2016



Recreation Land Suitability

Maps guide recreation planning effortsBiology
Soils
Geology
Management



Tri-Composite Criteria

Recreation Land Suitability

Draft 9/13/16 - subject to change without notification

Biological Soils and Geology Management

wetlands and wetland buffers 120' soils risk for erosion (recreation)
communication and 

management sites

riparian: streams, open water, buffers  

fish 120', non-fish 50', unknown 25'

areas with high potential for

landslides and unstable slopes

rock sources 

(existing and future)

salmonids and fish habitat                    

informational only **
steep slopes utility easements

deer & elk winter range 100 - year flood plains
land adjacent

to other properties

deer and elk calving/fawning range                         

May 15 - June 15        buffer 300 meters

highly erosive, compactible, 

and poorly drained soils
wells and water sources

Sensitive, Threatened & Endangered 

species (plants & animals)**

areas that have moved

in previous landslides
riparian restoration areas

high quality or rare plant communities
rock features

including cliffs and bluffs
cultural and archeological resources

northern spotted owl / northern 

goshawk (March - August)
noise buffers

large carnivores - gray wolf **

March 15 - June 15 ** Items Not Shown on Map





Summer Non-Motorized Trails

Draft 9/13/16 - subject to change without notification



Summer Motorized Trails

Draft 9/13/16 - subject to change without notification



Winter Non-Motorized Trails 

Draft 9/13/16 - subject to change without notification



Winter Motorized Trails

Draft 9/13/16 - subject to change without notification



All-Season Facilities

Draft 9/13/16 - subject to change without notification



Field Trips
• Winter recreation

• Unique rock 
formations

• What does the 
purple stuff look 
like?

• USFS multi-use 
trails

• Camping areas 
and river access

• User interaction 
and enforcement



Committee Member Presentations

• Winter recreation

• TNC Central Cascades

• Equestrian

• Trout

• Kittitas Environmental 
Network

• Hunting, birding, 
fishing

• Mountain bicycle 
survey

• Motorcycle use

• Infrastructure

• Forest neighbors

• Forest history

• Hiking history



Powered by

Teanaway Community Forest 
Recreation Survey

2682 Total Responses

July 24 – August 24, 2017



Q3 Why do you recreate in the Teanaway Valley?Word Cloud





The Plan



























• Recreation suitability
• Recreation concepts

• summer and winter
• Strategies and tools
• Project implementation
• How to provide 

comments?

Information Stations


