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Context of the 
Baker to Bellingham

Recreation Planning Area



Department of Natural Resources
Northwest Region

Area Enlargement



Planning Area Map

Presenter
Presentation Notes
County, City Partnerships
Promotes county, city, and state cooperative efforts for implementation
Regional perspective
Coordinated efforts
Shared resources
Expands knowledge base
Seamless transition for visitors




Overview of the
Recreation Planning 

Process for  
DNR State Forests



Planning Purposes
Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

 Determine types of 
recreation to be provided in 
the forests, and where 

 Develop objectives for 
managing recreation over 
10-15 years

 Identify partnerships and 
volunteer opportunities

 Establish priorities for 
implementation



Planning 
Process

 Seven Phases

 Planning  Committee

 Land Suitability

 Typical process =        
~ 24 months            



Planning Goals
 Safety
 Compatible with trust 

management 
obligations

 Resource protection
 Quality experience

for recreation visitor



Typical Planning Process 



Recreation Planning Committee 

RecommendationsBiological Data
Soils/ Geology Data
Management Data

Field Visits
Field Inventory of
Current Use

Public Input
Recreation Trends
User Survey
Adjacent Land Uses

Land Suitability
Analysis

Field Visits 

Issue Sorting
from:

Survey Results
Public Meeting
Committee Input
On-Going Public Input

Evaluate Costs of Capital
Development & Maintenance

Committee Brainstorming

Preliminary Recommendations

Develop/Review Draft 
Recreation Concept Plans

Prioritize Implementation Timeline

Final Concept Plan
Committee Recommendation

Data Gathering
Assessment



Recreation Land Suitability
Maps guide recreation planning efforts

Biology
Soils
Geology
Management
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