
Sclerolinon digynum (A. Gray) C.M. Rogers
synonym: Linum digynum A. Gray

northwestern yellowflax
Linaceae - flax family

status: State Threatened, BLM strategic
rank: G5 / S1S2

General Description: Slender hairless  annual with an erec t, somewhat 
branched s tem 5-40 cm tall. Lower leaves  oppos ite, 0 .5 -3  cm long, 
sess ile, oblong, 1-nerved, margins  entire. Upper leaves  minutely 
toothed to glandular.
 
Floral Characteristics: Pedicels  about equaling the flowers , but less  than 
3  mm long. Sepals  5 , unequal, 2-3  mm long, margins  gland-toothed. 
P etals  5 , pale yellow, 3-4  mm long. Like all members  of the family, the 
petals  are ephemeral and eas ily detached. Styles  2; s tigmas  wider than 
the s tyles . Stamens  5 . Flowers  June to late July in WA .
 
Fruits: 4 rough-surfaced nutlets ; seeds  about 1  mm, somewhat 
muc ilaginous  when wet.
 
Identif ication Tips: S. digynum is  the only member of its  genus . Within 
its  family, it is  the only spec ies  with yellow flowers , oppos ite lower 
leaves , toothed upper leaves , and 2  s tyles .
 
Range: WA , O R, C A , and ID.
 
Habitat/Ecology: V ernal pool margins , receding lakeshores , meadows, 
and seasonally wet gravelly to rocky soils ; often in areas  of thin soil 
above basalt bedrock. In eas tern WA , it occurs  in grass lands  and 
biscuit-swale topography (biscuit scablands ). E levations  in WA : 
300-740 m (1000-2500 ft). A ssoc iated spec ies  inc lude annual 
hairgrass  (Deschamps ia danthonioides ), hairy owl-c lover (Castilleja 
tenuis ), needleleaf navarretia (Navarretia intertexta ssp. propinqua), 
camas  (Camass ia quamash), thyme-leaf broomspurge (Euphorbia 
serpyllifolia), c lose-flowered knotweed (Polygonum polygaloides  ssp. 
polygaloides ), P ac ific  foxtail (Alopecurus  saccatus ), trefoil (Lotus  
purshiana), sedges  (Carex spp.), grassy tarweed (Madia gracilis ), 
C alifornia oatgrass  (Danthonia californica), bluegrasses  (Poa spp.), and 
mosses . I t can grow in s lightly dis turbed areas , but not in areas  
dominated by reed canarygrass  (Phalaris  arundinacea) and spreading 
bentgrass  (Agros tis  s tolonifera). Like many annuals , it may not germinate 
in dry years .
 
Comments: Threats  inc lude cattle grazing, off-road vehic les , and los s  of 
habitat from invas ive nonnative plants .
 
References: Hickman 1993.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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