
Nymphaea tetragona Georgi
pygmy water-lily

Nymphaeaceae - water lily family
status: State Possibly Extirpated, USFS strategic

rank: G5 / SH

General Description: Perennial aquatic  herb with leaves  aris ing from 
unbranched, erec t rhizomes . Leaf blades  floating, elliptic -oval with bases  
deeply lobed, hairless , green and sometimes  mottled red brown to purple 
above (espec ially on young leaves), green to dull purple beneath, 3-13 
(14) x 2-11 (13) cm, with 7-13 palmate veins; petioles  s lender.
 
Floral Characteristics: Flowers  floating, 3 -7 .5  cm diameter, white to 
pinkish with yellow centers , not fragrant. Sepals  4 , uniformly green, 2-3  
cm long, forming a dis tinc t, protuding tetragon where they attach to the 
base of the flower. P etals  8-17. Stamens  30-70, yellowish orange and 
usually with some purple, filaments  wides t above middle. Margin of 
s tigmatic  disk with prominent, upward-curved, boat-shaped appendages , 
each (2) 3-4  x 2-4  mm. Blooms June to A ugus t.
 
Fruits: Berrylike, leathery, many-seeded capsules  borne on curved or 
coiled pedunc les . C apsules  rupture to release a gelatinous  seed mass . 
Seeds  ovoid, about 2-3  x 1 .5-2  mm, lacking papillae.
 
Identif ication Tips: Nymphaea leibergii is  s imilar but has  a c ircular or 
only s lightly angled receptac le at the insertion of the sepals . In 
contras t, N. tetragona has  a prominent 4 -angled receptac le defined by 
the swollen, s traight lines  of insertion of the sepals ; this  is  bes t viewed 
from the unders ide of the flower. Nymphaea odorata is  recognized by its  
rounder, much larger leaves  (up to 25  cm broad), more petals  (17-43), 
and much larger, fragrant flowers . Nuphar lutea ssp. polysepala is  eas ily 
dis tinguishable from Nymphaea by its  yellow flowers , elongated leaves  
with pinnate venation, and usually 9  sepals .
 
Range: A K, B.C ., A lberta, Sask., Manitoba, N .W.T ., and temperate 
Euras ia. In WA  this  spec ies  is  known from 2  his torical c ollec tions  and is  
believed extirpated.
 
Habitat/Ecology: O pen water in ponds , swamps, lakes , and quiet 
s treams in the lowland and montane zones; prefers  s tagnant or 
s low-moving water. E levations: 0-1200 m (0-4000 ft). Threats  inc lude 
changes  in hydrology or water quality.
 
Comments: This  spec ies  is  rare in B.C ., A lberta, Sask., and Manitoba.
 
References: Douglas  et al. 1998-2002, vol. 3; H ickman 1993; Flora of 
North A merica 1993+, vol. 3; Wiersema 1996.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html


