
Cryptantha leucophaea (Douglas) Payson
gray cryptantha

Boraginaceae - borage family
status: State Sensitive, Federal Species of Concern, BLM 

sensitive
rank: G2G3 / S2S3

General Description: Perennial with c lus tered s tems 1 .5-4  dm tall; 
herbage mostly with long, s traight appressed hairs  below, becoming 
rough with s tiff or bris tly hairs  upward. Leaves  relatively narrow and 
elongate, tapering to an acute tip, the lower 5-10 cm long (poorly 
defined petiole inc luded) x 3-6  mm; s tem leaves  s imilar but becoming 
sess ile and sometimes  1  cm wide. Bris tles  of the leaves  mostly 
appressed and inconspicuous , those on the upper surface of the lower 
leaves  often poorly developed and scarcely pus tulate at the base, or 
lacking.
 
Floral Characteristics: Flowers  whitish with yellow centers ; corolla tube 
surpass ing the calyx, the limb 5-9  mm wide. C alyx pers is tent. Flowers  
May to June.
 
Fruits: Nutlets  usually 4 , ovate, smooth and shining, gray, 4  mm long, 
sharp-edged, the s car c losed; s tyle moderately or s trongly surpass ing 
the nutlets .
 
Identif ication Tips: Dis tinguishing charac ters  inc lude the perennial 
habit, smooth nutlets , and corolla tube that is  longer than the calyx at 
anthes is .
 
Range: Regional endemic  from the C olumbia and lower Yakima Rivers  in 
the wes tern C olumbia Bas in (Wenatchee, WA , south to The Dalles , O R). 
In O R, this  spec ies  is  known from 1  his torical collec tion and is  assumed 
to be extirpated.
 
Habitat/Ecology: Sandy subs trates , espec ially sand dunes  that have not 
been completely s tabilized. I t appears  to be res tric ted to areas  where 
there is  s till some wind-derived movement of open sand. E levations: 
90-760 m (300-2500 ft). A ssoc iated spec ies  inc lude bitterbrush 
(Purshia tridentata), big sagebrush (Artemis ia tridentata), pale evening 
primrose (Oenothera pallida), needle-and-thread grass  (Hesperos tipa 
comata), Indian ricegrass  (Achnatherum hymenoides ), Sandberg's  
bluegrass  (Poa secunda), snow buckwheat (Eriogonum niveum), sulfur 
pens temon (Pens temon attenuatus ), and c rouching milk-vetch (Astragalus  
succumbens ).
 
Comments: The narrow habitat requirements  and habitat loss  are fac tors  
in the s tatus  of this  spec ies . Threats  inc lude off-road vehic le use, weed 
invas ion, and changes  in sand depos ition. C heatgrass  (Bromus  
tectorum), knapweed (Centaurea spp.), and Russ ian this tle (Salsola tragus ) 
have become es tablished in portions  of the spec ies ' habitat.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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