
Carex pauciflora Lightf.
few-flowered sedge

Cyperaceae - sedge family
status: State Sensitive, BLM sensitive, USFS sensitive

rank: G5 / S2

General Description: A dapted from Flora of North A merica (1993+): 
P erennial with rhizomes  0 .2-10 cm long. Stems s ingle or in loose tufts , 
1-4  (6) dm tall, s lightly roughened toward the top. Lowes t leaves  
reduced to bladeless  or nearly bladeless  sheaths . Upper foliage leaves  
1-2  (3) per s tem; blades  up to 13  cm x 0 .5-1 .6  mm, hairless .
 
Floral Characteristics: Spike s ingle, terminal, with (1) 2-4  male flowers  
above, (1) 2-6  (7) female flowers  below. Female scales  wider than and 
2/3  the length of the perigynia; lower ones  dec iduous . P erigynia reflexed 
at maturity, light green, becoming s traw-colored or pale brown, narrowly 
elongate-oblong, (5) 5 .9-7 .8  x 0 .7-1 .1  mm, long-tapering, and spongy 
for 1-2  mm at the base. Beak indis tinc t. Stigmas  3 . Rachilla ves tigial.
 
Fruits: A chenes  3-angled, 2-2 .4  x 0 .8-1  mm; s tyle exserted 0 .2-1 .3  
mm beyond the beak. Identifiable late May to early September.
 
Identif ication Tips: The small number of flowers  per plant is  a good 
diagnos tic  feature. C. pyrenaica and C. nigricans  have shorter perigynia 
(3-4 .5  mm long) that are not spongy at the base, and are high-montane 
or alpine plants  that do not grow in sphagnum bogs .
 
Range: Throughout northern Euras ia, much of C anada, WA , MT , and the 
northeas tern U .S.
 
Habitat/Ecology: Wet ac idic  environments  at low to middle elevations , 
inc luding sphagnum bogs  and ac idic  peat; usually on open mats , but 
also in partial shade. E levations  in WA : 75-1390 m (250-4550 ft). 
A ssoc iates  inc lude wes tern hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla), lodgepole pine 
(Pinus  contorta), alpine laurel (Kalmia microphylla), bog Labrador tea 
(Ledum groenlandicum), cottongrass  (Eriophorum chamis sonis ), small 
c ranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos ), roundleaf sundew (Drosera rotundifolia), 
sedges  (Carex spp.), rushes  (Juncus  spp.), white beaksedge 
(Rhynchospora alba), and sphagnum moss .
 
Comments: Threats  inc lude campfires  and trampling from rec reational 
use. This  spec ies  may be extirpated from C T , and is  rare in MA , PA , WV , 
the Yukon, A lberta, Sask., Manitoba, and P rince Edward Is land.
 
References: Flora of North A merica 1993+, vol. 23 .
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