
Astragalus cusickii A. Gray var. cusickii
Cusick's milk-vetch

Fabaceae - pea family
status: State Sensitive, BLM sensitive, USFS sensitive

rank: G5T4 / S1?

General Description: Perennial from a woody taproot with numerous  
s tems that are leafless  at the base, 30-60 cm tall. Leaves  greenish, 
pinnate, (5) 6-10 cm long, with 7-11  (13) linear leaflets , each 5-20 mm 
long, with s traight appressed hairs  on the upper surface. Stipules  
lanceolate, 2-5  mm long, the lowermos t sometimes  fused together.
 
Floral Characteristics: Flowers  white, 10-30 in loose racemes . C alyx 
tube 5-6 .5  mm long, with blackish appressed hairs ; teeth triangular, not 
quite 1  mm long. Flowers  May to June.
 
Fruits: Pods  thin, appearing trans lucent, hairless , nearly round in c ross  
sec tion, obovoid, 2 .5-4 .5  cm long, 12-22 mm broad when pressed, 
borne on s lender s talk. Fruits  June to July.
 
Identif ication Tips: Most eas ily identified with mature fruits . A. cus ickii 
var. flexipes  is  s imilar but is  taller and more s lender, with leaflets  
generally hairless  on the upper surface, flowers  usually with a 
purple-tipped keel, calyx 4-5  mm long, and pods  that are half-obovoid or 
half-ellipsoid, only 6-12 mm broad when pressed. I t may be difficult or 
imposs ible to dis tinguish the 2  forms  where their dis tribution overlaps  
along the Snake River C anyon, from the mouth of the Salmon River to the 
mouth of the Grand Ronde River.
 
Range: Regional endemic  of ID, O R, and WA ; Snake River C anyon and 
its  tributaries  to the mouth of the Grand Ronde River in eas tern O R.
 
Habitat/Ecology: Dry grassy or rocky s lopes  in loose, finely textured 
soils  derived from basalt, inc luding ledges  or c revices  of basalt c liffs , 
bare soil on road cuts , talus , and sagebrush plains; usually in areas  
where vegetative cover is  less  than 50%. A ssoc iated spec ies  inc lude 
bluebunch wheatgrass  (Pseudoroegneria spicata), Idaho fescue (Fes tuca 
idahoens is ), Sandberg's  bluegrass  (Poa secunda), arrowleaf balsamroot 
(Balsamorhiza sagittata), biscuitroot (Lomatium spp.), and yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium). E levations  in WA : 300-1160 m (1000-3800 ft). This  taxon 
inhabits  very rugged, phys ically isolated, and drought-prone areas  with 
extremely high and low seasonal temperatures .
 
Comments: Locally abundant within a small range and res tric ted habitat. 
P otentially threatened by overgrazing by cattle or elk.
 
References: Barneby 1964.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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